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By voting to
reject an equal
rights bill, the
city council of
Houston, Texas
has effectively
trampled upon
the rights of its
transgender
citizens. As
such, transgender people will
not be allowed to use bathrooms
of gender that they identify with.

BUSINESS 9
Valeant holds second conference for investors (p. 9)
Valeant Pharmaceuticals
was forced to
hold their second conference
call following
criticism from
activist investor
Bill Ackman,
who criticized
the initial call for being too
“scripted.” The call was made in
response to fraud allegations.

ARTS & STYLE 11
Rossi’s ﬁrst exhibition in
NYC titled Poor Traits (p. 12)
The gallery is
sparsely filled,
allowing one to
give their full
attention to the
paintings and
drawings that
dot the otherwise empty
walls. The gallery is set up chronologically,
starting with the graphite
sketches done in the early 1960s.

SCIENCE & TECH 15
Researchers use studies to
try deﬁning curiosity (p.15)
Despite decades worth of
studies, curiosity still lacks an
exact, scientific
definition. Researchers from
the University
of Rochester
analyzed some of the past studies, including that on curiosity in
children, in an attempt to draw
their own conclusions.

SPORTS 18
Porzingis ﬂashes potential
with promising start (p. 19)
The #4 overall
pick has been
one of the biggest surprises
of the 2015
NBA draft.
The Latvian
product was
unwelcomed
at first by many
angry Knicks fans, however, has
proven his value early in the season, quickly changing the hearts
of the Knickerbockers.
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During the 10th senate meeting on Nov. 10, the student government voted to reallocate ﬁve social Greek organizations’ budgets, eliminating money for recruitment.
BY JONATHAN SPERLING
STAFF WRITER
Following much deliberation, the budgets
of five social Greek clubs were approved and
reallocated during the Undergraduate Student
Government’s 10th senate meeting on Nov. 10.

FUSION hosts
annual Baruch
Fear Factor

Due to the moratorium on recruitment,
social Greek clubs Kappa Phi Alpha, Beta Phi
Sigma, Kappa Phi Lamda, Alpha Kappa Delta
Phi, La Unidad Latina and Lambda Upsilon
Lambda had their budgets moved from their
general interest meeting lines to their events
budget lines, which are dispersed through re-

freshments, contracts and supplies.
“There are a lot of organizations being
punished for activities that they probably do
not participate in,” said Salma Mohamed, USG
chair of finance.
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Men’s basketball kicks off 2015-16 season

BY EDWIN MOREL
NEWS EDITOR

Contestants took their seats
for the fourth annual Fear Factor
at Baruch College on Nov. 10.
Hosted by Filipinos Uniting
Students in Other Nations, the
event tried to include as many
different cultures’ cuisines in the
six-round event. A range of funky
cuisines were offered: chicken
hearts, fried silk worm, turkey
testicles, red ant egg salad, bull
penis and a developing duck embryo known as balut in the Philippines.
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Marc Mauer talks
criminal justice

The Baruch men’s basketball team played hard and lost by a slim margin in an exhibition game against Seton Hall University, a
Division I school. The Bearcats’ season oﬃcial began on Friday, Nov. 13 against Montclair State University.

BY KINDRA COOPER

BY PAUL JOH
SPORTS EDITOR

ASSISTANT EDITOR, NEWS

Head coach John Alesi and the Baruch College
Bearcats will begin a new season as the defending
CUNYAC champions.
The Bearcats are coming-off last year’s tremendous campaign that saw the team go all the way to

the championships and win it for the first time since
1999. The electrifying double-overtime victory will be
remembered as one of the greatest games in CUNYAC
history. The Bearcats defeated the Brooklyn College
Bulldogs 90-83 behind a solid 21-point performance
by senior Granville Gittens.

Prison economy pundit Marc
Mauer, founder of the think-tank
The Sentencing Project, was the
selected speaker for the Fall 2015
Ackerman lecture at Baruch
College, hosted annually by the
School of Public Affairs.
In a presentation titled ‘The
Changing Climate for Criminal Justice Reform,’ Mauer let
the numbers do the talking.
Data compiled by the think
tank evinces a prison population totaling 2.2 million, a 500
percent increase over the past
30 years.

The day of that math final has arrived. Your heart is pounding as you enter the classroom. Does this nervousness make you want to give up in defeat? Or does it only make you more determined to succeed?
Math anxiety, better known as the nervousness, tension or fear surrounding or pertaining to the subject of
math, can have a negative impact on students, critically impairing mathematical performance.
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Anxiety may have positive effects for some math-worried students
BY VICTORIA MERLINO
STAFF WRITER
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USG reviews budgets of social Greek organizations

News Briefs
COMPILED BY
EDWIN MOREL
State University of New York
officials launched a statewide
advocacy campaign to increase
state funding and extend the
predictable tuition plan by another five years. Titled “Stand
With SUNY,” the appeal was
introduced at a meeting of the
Council of Industry in Poughkeepsie a day after SUNY trustees requested $273 million more
in direct state tax support than
originally received for the year.
The trustees want to raise the
amount of base state aid that
community colleges receive to
$2,847 per full-time student. Erie
Community College would face
the most repercussions from the
almost $2.6 million in additional
funds due to their existing struggle with enrollment loss and
budget problems.
_________________________
The City College of New York
ranks fifth in the 2015 Social
Mobility Index, which looks at
which colleges are improving
economic mobility and provides
affordable education to disadvantaged families. The SMI rank
is based on the number of lowincome students admitted and
graduated, low tuition costs and
high employment outcomes.
Currently, tuition and fees stand
at $6,472 for in-state students
and $15,747 for out-of-state students, according to U.S. News
and World Report.
_________________________
Governor Andrew Cuomo
plans to make New York the
highest wage-paying state by
increasing the minimum wage
to $15 for all state workers. With
this plan, Cuomo would gradually increase the hourly rate to
$15 by the end of 2018, while
state workers outside the city
would see the same results by
2021. The state’s current minimum wage stands at $8.75. He
also plans to change the labor
law in the coming legislative session to prevent future governors
from using executive power to
roll back the wages. His election
will be coming to an end, and
he will qualify for reelection by
the time a $15 per hour wage is
implemented.
_________________________
Baruch College has been
recognized for its dedication to
provide resources that ensure
the success for a military student both in the classroom and
after graduation by being designated as a 2016 Military Friendly
School. Baruch, which has 175
student veterans enrolled, is
one of 256 campus-based colleges to make the list. The Military Friendly School designation
provides service members and
their families with transparent,
data-driven ratings about postmilitary education and career
opportunities.
________________________
The Princeton Review, in
partnership with Entrepreneur
magazine, ranks Baruch College
in the top 10 in both undergraduate and graduate entrepreneur
programs, breaking the previous
record for recognition in both.
Baruch ranked No. 6 for its undergraduate program and No.
9 for its graduate program. This
marks the eighth consecutive
year that Baruch College ranks
in one or both top undergraduate and graduate lists.
________________________
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She added, “The university has
to take precautions, but we also
have to balance out the fact that
there are other organizations that
were not responsible and that is
why we’re very comfortable giving
them a budget.”
Despite the ongoing recruitment moratorium, which was
recently extended to the summer of 2018, organizations such
as LUL have hosted many events
in the past using money budgeted to them, including Latinos
in Corporate America, a video
game tournament and an event
honoring mothers.
“When it was just Daniel [Perez] and I last year, our budget was
$6,000, and we basically used all of
it,” said Ernest Esparza, who along
with Daniel Perez is one of the last
remaining active members of LUL.
“Do not think that because
we are only two that we can’t do
anything. I can probably do more
work by myself than any other
people can in any other club in
this school.”
Although LUL was originally allocated $3,340, USG increased the
amount to $3,583 after careful consideration and a 13-1-1 decision in
favor of the organization.
“These are the same two people
who ran the club last year, and they
are receiving a pretty hefty cut, so
in my eyes they should be getting at
least the same amount as last year,”
said Daniel Dornbaum, USG vice
president for legislative affairs.
LUL and the sorority Kappa
Phi Alpha, which was budgeted
$2,000, were the only social Greek
organizations to have representatives present at the meeting. Despite this, Beta Phi Sigma, Kappa
Phi Lamda and Alpha Kappa Delta
were granted budgets of $670,
$750 and $1545, respectively. In

each decision, no more than three
senate members voted against
the organization.
“Personally, as Lambda Upsilon Lambda we will continue to
do what we have always done,”
said Perez, who will serve as the
organization’s president until his
graduation. “[We will] continue
to host events that uplift, identify, structure and empower Latinos of all ages and both genders.
Events ranging from our annual
Latinos In Corporate America,
which is a networking business
event with a group of panelists
from a variety of industries, to our
Step and Stroll Competition that
happens every year and is open
to everyone.”
Greek organization membership has steadily decreased since
2014, when a recruitment moratorium was issued following the
2013 hazing death of Pi Delta Psi
member Michael Deng.
Deng’s death, ruled a homicide by police, was caused by being tackled several times while
blindfolded, part of a brutal
initiation ritual.
Numerous fraternity members have since been brought
up on charges ranging from
providing false information to
first-degree murder.
With recruitment eliminated,
Baruch’s pool of fewer than a hundred Greek life members will only
continue to shrink until the few
remaining members graduate,
potentially making Greek life at
Baruch non-existent.
The USG meeting, attended by
Art King, dean of students, also saw
12 clubs win appeals for increased
budgets and nine clubs win
budget approvals.
Last year, King suggested a
dedicated Greek life adviser monitor organizational activity, liability insurance in case of future in-
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As the membership of social Greek organizations dwindles, USG reallocated ﬁve
budgets by eliminating money for recruitment and moving it to their events line.
cidents and a requirement that
Greek clubs be able to fund themselves without the use of student
activity fees.
“There are very few of us on
campus ... What I am asking for
today on behalf of our organization is just to give us a chance,”
said a member of Kappa Phi Alpha,
who cited internal problems and
a shrinking sisterhood population
due to last year’s lack of events
from the organization.
“I know that we are asking for
a lot and I understand if we do
not even get that much, but just to
show that we can do some stuff in
the Spring and that we can follow
through with what we are promising … all we are asking for is a
chance to show you guys that we
can do something on campus because now more than ever we need
to be active on campus and we are
just asking for a little bit of hope

here, a little bit of confidence in
us, though I understand why there
is not a lot.”
The granting of budgets to all
Greek organizations that applied
comes as a great relief for some, but
for others it is only a small victory
in the fight for Greek life at Baruch.
In the case of LUL, it is likely that
only one student will be an active
member by this time next year.
“This was not our last stand. No
matter what the situation is, our
goal is to uplift the Latino Community on campus before anything
else,” said Perez. “We were always
going to keep doing events and
doing everything possible to get
our budget. We hope that Baruch
will lift the ban but until then we
will continue to operate as normal
while following all rules in place.
We believe the activities we create
for students shouldn’t suffer because of Baruch’s decisions.”

Baruch alumni advise international students on careers
At the Golden Key International Honor Society-hosted event, former students share real world experiences with the Baruch community
BY CHRISTINE LEUNG
STAFF WRITER
Baruch College alumni who
identify as international students
regaled their journey in the U.S. job
market at an “International Panel”
last week hosted by Golden Key
International Honor Society.
The panel was comprised of
Baruch alumni Ilya Bratman,
Yash Upadhyay, Renny Saldanha
and Cherlyn Agbayani. Panelists
shared the challenges faced by international students in school, how
cultural differences can be a competitive advantage in the professional world and advice on how to
present oneself at a job fair.
International students often
find themselves lost and out of
place, even at an ethnically diverse
school like Baruch.
“One of the most challenging
obstacles I’ve encountered was
coming to school and not knowing
anyone at all. I would suggest students find clubs to join. Immerse
yourself in a club and stay active,”
said Agbayani, now employed as
a corporate banking analyst at JP
Morgan Chase.
A marketing assistant at the
CUNY Center for Student Entrepreneurship, Renny Saldanha recounted the obstacles she once
encountered on a daily basis.
“Schools in my home country are
completely different than schools
in other countries. A simple thing
such as deciding where to eat during lunch or who to eat with is one
of the many obstacles I had to face,
especially since Baruch is a commuter school. During lunchtime
is the only time you get to mingle
with other classmates.”
Making sense of American pop
culture and slang are other areas
where international students must

play catch-up. Those who grew up
in the United States are versed in
what is considered “trendy,” which
varies in every country.
“There may be jokes that had
been engraved within this generation in this country that international individuals do not know
about,” continued Saldanha.
According to the panel, cultural
assimilation is not as difficult as it
may appear.
International students bring
their own culture to Baruch, while
the college itself attracts students
from many different backgrounds.
“Even though this was an obstacle, Baruch has taught me that
teamwork dynamics is very important. We don’t have the upper hand because as we did come
to this country, we were shy and
it’s hard to put yourself out there
in group projects,” said Upadhyay, a senior IT audit manager at
Prudential Financial.
Others held full-time jobs, so
prioritizing their responsibilities
while still attending classes became an obstacle for them. “I was
faced with working a full-time
job while managing my grades in
school, and building up a network
at the same time. Questions I asked
myself [included] ‘What should I
prioritize? What comes first?’ The
idea is to build yourself up in every
sector. Find the balance for yourself,” shared Bratman, executive
director at Baruch Hillel.
In addition to speaking English
as a second language, many students struggled with the question
of what career path to focus on as
they entered college.
Agbayani put her finance
major to use during her internship with AXA Advisors, an
insurance company.
“This was a place where it

helped build my character. It was a
rather tough environment to be in
because I was constantly answering calls with the company’s clients
on the other line,” said Agbayani.
“It was a big pressure on me. After
this internship, I knew I wanted to
get into an investment bank.”
Deciding on a career path consists not only of identifying one’s
passion but also weighing the
expected income.
“I have touched upon so many
different areas, but one thing I enjoyed doing was working with public affairs ... I enjoy the mission-oriented type of work. It is an honest
living if you ask me, because I am
not looking at the amount of money I can make. I want to do something meaningful,” said Bratman.
Upadhyay changed his mind
several times about his major before settling. “Instead of accounting, I found interest with computer
information systems,” he said.
“Having internship opportunities that Baruch has to offer to its
students helped me to such a great
extent. These internships not only
help me build my career path, but
it also helped me in class.”
Beyond being knowledgeable
about the company during the
interview process, international
students bring unique stories that
make recruiters remember them.

Upadhyay said, “You need to
know what the companies are
doing and bring up some of the
things that are associated with the
company. Be very well prepared.
Recruiters will know if you are not
taking the interview seriously. They
will know if you really know your
information or if you’re just blabbing off the top of your head.”
Being an international student
has its advantages as well. Students
are able to share unique stories
about their lives that many others
do not have.
“Embrace being foreign,” said
Bratman. “Find common ground
with your stories. You want to be
someone the recruiter remembers. At the end of the day, it is
how you build your brand and
present yourself.”
Bratman advised that students
should relate a personal experience that signifies the values recruiters maybe looking for. Whether it is loyalty or resilience, the
goal is to find a connection with
the recruiter.
Toward the end of the event,
there was a moment where the
floor was opened for questions
from the audience. Students had
the opportunity to speak to the
alumni, as well as members of
Golden Key for more information
and personal advice.

“One of the most challenging obstacles I’ve encountered
was coming to school and not knowing anyone at all. I would
suggest students ﬁnd clubs to join. Immerse yourself in a club
and stay active.”
- Cherlyn Agbayani, Baruch alumna
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Pundit Marc Mauer talks
criminal justice reform

FUSION challenges students in fourth
annual Fear Factor eating competition
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“I think it’s quite clear now that,
yes, prison does have some impact
on crime. The scale of that impact
is much more modest than many
people believe, and we’re also
well past the point of diminishing
returns for public safety based on
how we’ve incarcerated and the
like,” said Mauer.
A “tough on crime” political
climate has perpetuated violenceheavy policing and the phenomenon known today as “mass incarceration.” Statistically, the United
States incarcerates at five- to-eight
times the rate of other industrialized nations, such as Russia, Australia and Japan. One-size-fits-all
sentencing policies that fail to
acknowledge isolated cases indiscriminately assign sentences
for drug offenses and nonviolent
crime without looking at remedial
policy and other alternatives to
incarceration. Due to mandatory
sentencing policies, first offenders for drug possession in Kentucky get anywhere from two to 10
years in prison and a fine of up to
$20,000.
“Policies like mandatory sentencing, three strikes and you’re
out … these have fundamentally
altered and destroyed the justice
process, taken its system affecting
where we used to look at the individual person and the individual
crime,” said Mauer.
Conversely, the recent rise of
heroin addiction within predominantly white suburbs sees policymakers clamoring for alternatives
to incarceration. “The response
seems to be a much more compassionate one that’s focused on public health approaches and treatment of underlying causes rather

than incarceration,” said Mauer.
“And it’s very hard to get away
from the conclusion that the racial
perception of the problem very
much determined how we decide
as a community to respond to that
problem.”
His disheartening hypothesis
simply echoes what the statistics
insist upon. One in three black
males will be incarcerated during
his lifetime, while the rate is onein- seven for Hispanic males and
one- in-17 for white males. The
fiscal justifications for reforming
sentencing policy are stark: depending on the inmate’s custody
level, it costs taxpayers between
$22,000 and $32,000 to cover living
expenses per inmate per year. At
the state level, the prison economy
eats into support for higher education. In 2013, over 3,000 prisoners
were serving life without parole
for nonviolent crimes, and in 1998,
over a million nonviolent offenders were incarcerated in America.
Crime rates have fallen significantly since the mid-1990s
despite a bloating prison population. Thus, Mauer says that using
prisons as a tool for controlling
crime are “well past the point of
diminishing returns for public
safety.” Sentencing policy “guided
by research and insight” would
offset the arbitrary assignation of
jail time, helping judges and corrections officers evaluate felonies
as individual cases or at least striated cases. “I think what’s held us
back in criminal justice and public
safety has not been a lack of research necessarily but rather a political climate that for decades now
has been very focused on political
leaders being deathly afraid of being perceived as ‘soft on crime,’”
said Mauer.

Two teams were eliminated
each round until the final two
standing teams faced-off in the
sixth round. Forty-eight people
participated in this year’s event,
separated into 12 groups of four
team members. While not a record
number for attendance, Danikha
Catada, the internal public relations manager of FUSION, said:
“There was a perfect [number of
attendees]. It made for a more organized event.”
Most of the teams involved
came from clubs that co-sponsored the event: Sigma Alpha
Delta, Beta Alpha Psi, the Ecuadorian club, Latin American Student
Organization, Vietnamese Student
Association, Transfer Student
Organization, Colleges Against
Cancer and United Chinese
Language Association.
The team called Stranger Danger, comprised of students from
various clubs, was the ultimate victor of the competition.
As a reward, they were gifted a
GoPro camera. Calvin Rong, Sean
Reddy, Isaac Wei and Warren Chan
were part of the winning team. It
was Rong’s second time competing in the event, having lost in the
first round of last years’ event. “I
came in wanting redemption. I was
pumped. I was energetic, because
I didn’t want to fail like last time.”
said the third-year psychology major, “I came in with energy, and we
demolished it,” he added.
The team decided that because
they did not represent any one
particular club, they would sell
the camera for its market value
and split the proceeds among the
team members.
“We came because our friend
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A competitor pushes himself through eating one of the many exotic dishes put infront of contestants at FUSION’s fourth annual Fear Factor at Baruch.
did it last year,” said Esther Yee, a
human resources major. Although
highly entertained by the competition itself, like many others at the
event Yee said that her favorite part
was the less intimidating selection
of exotic food served at the event
Traditional Filipino cuisines
were served halfway through
the competition. Far removed in
taste from the bull penis given to
the contestants, FUSION offered
guests Filipino delicacies such as
lechon kawali, buko pandan, dinuguuan and pancit bihon.
To compete, each group had to
help with marketing, volunteer for
setup in addition to helping with

food and crowd control and provide $10 to $15 in monetary support. With the purpose of being
representative of different cultures
from around the world, FUSION
wanted to host a light-hearted
event as final exams approach.
“It’s the perfect way to let loose
and have some fun after the stress
of midterms,” said Catada. FUSION is comprised of several Filipino members, however, they are
a diverse club with members from
myriad cultures. Their goal, as
Catada pointed out, is to “work to
stay true to what FUSION means
and be positive influences in the
Baruch community.
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Students should voice opinion
in PSC-CUNY contract debate
Members of PSC-CUNY recently escalated their non-compliance
tactics by blocking the entrance to CUNY headquarters in protest of
their lack of contract.
On Nov. 4, over CUNY 50 professors and staff members were arrested for participating in this action. That same day, CUNY offered PSCCUNY a six-year contract consisting of a 6 percent increase in salary
spread out over three years.
On their website, CUNY posted a notice that stated the offered contract comes after “twenty bargaining sessions, numerous smaller committee meetings and ongoing discussions with State and City officials.”
The notice also adamantly stated that their offer “reflects CUNY’s
current fiscal condition and its ability to fund a new contract for its
faculty and staff.”
As of now, however, PSC-CUNY has made no indication that it plans
to accept the offer. Considering members of PSC-CUNY have shown
that they are more than willing to allow themselves to be arrested over
this issue, not only should CUNY officials worry, but they also should
think of its students.
Their disruptive action serves a purpose in that it has the ability to be incredibly effective. The members of this organization are
who keeps schools like Baruch College afloat. From custodial staff
to professors, PSC-CUNY employees work in a variety of areas in the
university system.
The disruptive action carried out by PSC-CUNY consisted of only
a handful of the organization’s members. However, the longer these
contract negotiations go on, the more willing PSC-CUNY may be to escalate things. PSC-CUNY has currently been without contract for five
years. Within recent history though, the organization has staged more
and more protests and has garnered the attention of the public.
The biggest fear right now for everyone would be for members of
PSC-CUNY to go on a full-fledged strike. This would certainly send the
message across CUNY, had it not been apparent already, that PSC-CUNY means business. As students of Baruch, this is not an issue that we
can be ignorant of.
Whether we like it or not, the path that these contract negotiations
take directly affect us and the education that we, as paying students,
expect to receive.
Students must make an effort to involve themselves in the debate
and allow their voices to be heard. Regardless of a student’s individual
stance on the issue, this is something that involves all of us. Passivity
has no place when it comes to PSC-CUNY’s contract.

Coffee cup outrage reveals pettiness
By now, most know about the Starbucks “red cup” issue. In essence,
a small group a fundamentalist Christians declared outrage when they
saw this year’s Starbucks holiday cup, which sports a minimalist design,
devoid of any holiday imagery. The naked red cup has prompted some
Christians to accuse Starbucks of participating in the “war on Christianity.” A major issue with the outrage is the fact that Starbucks never
had a specifically Christmas-themed cup. Last year’s cup featured a
pine tree. The years before last, cups had images of snowflakes, snowmen and foxes. Nothing about these designs was definitively “Christmas.” To a reasonable person, the removal of this imagery should not
be taken as an attack on the Christian faith.
The largest problem with this controversy is that fact that this is a
non-issue. This world is ravaged with actual problems, such as extreme
poverty, starvation, war and refugee crises. For people to be outraged
over the design of a coffee cup is appallingly petty.
Perhaps part of the problem is the overwhelming response to this
small group of people. Society is filled with people who declare narrow
minded, uneducated and generally ludicrous opinions. The “red cup”
outrage is just one of these profferings.
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Houston transgender people
The rejection of a Houston bill seeking equal rights for transgender people is especially disappointing

W

e have a tendency to boast
about the progress we
make in our communities. We want to progress and reform society so that it benefits as
many groups of people as possible
while still maintaining the integrity
of the Bill of Rights and is, at the
very least, fair to everyone.
One arguably prominent and
victorious notion that recently
passed under President Barack
Obama’s presidency was the movement for equal marriage rights for
all. The Supreme Court supported
this notion in its recent ruling in favor of same-sex marriage.
While marriage laws are legally
upheld and constituted now, states
reserve the right to determine how
they bridge the unfortunate gap
that exists between LGBTQIA communities and their own.
It seems as if we ceaselessly
continue to lack support in the
same parts of the nation.
How can we truly rejoice if parts
of the country such as the inner
states are still in great opposition to
the passing of these bills?
The City Council of Houston,
Texas, voted against allowing transgender people to use the bathrooms assigned to the gender they
identify with. This deprives them of
the basic human right to privacy in
a restroom as a person of their own
identity.
The thought process behind this
movement, according to Texas Lt.
Gov. Dan Patrick circled around

an apparent need to “protect our
grandmoms, and our mothers and
our wives and our sisters and our
daughters and our granddaughters” from encountering ostensible
“oddity” in their personal restrooms.
While we do have many major accomplishments to celebrate
in the present century, I cannot
stand and glorify this nation when
we are not all together on important topics such as human rights
for all, without excluding people
who identify as gay or transgender. The LGBTQIA community is
gathering more and more support
with each achievement, because
people do not feel like they have to
be shelled in anymore, not in this
present day.
Nonetheless, traditional viewpoints, such as the one that was relayed in Houston, are only contributing in measures of drawbacks to
the nation’s success.
The drawbacks are not as drastic as the one-step-forward-twosteps-back motif, but they inhibit
our progress in becoming a unified
nation that protects its citizens’
rights to the fullest.
While, collectively, the nation is
supposedly in agreement regarding LGBTQIA rights, it seems like
the reigning opinion comes mostly
from states on both ends of the
coast, which neither by surprise nor
by coincidence, are more densely
populated and urban. These factors usually propagate with more

“liberal” approaches since people
of different backgrounds get to interact with and know other people
who differ from them.
These systems promote interaction, foster empathy and acceptance instead.
It is ironically unsettling that
our area, which is often described
by visiting tourists as one of the
meanest places in the world, is also
one of the most accepting and progressive, especially regarding any
movements in support of LGBTQIA
rights.
The outcome of the vote in
Houston disappoints.
It forces me to examine the
negative direction that is still unnecessarily prevalent in certain
parts of the nation, rather than
boast gleefully about the representative and empathetic laws
that should be in place in all of the
United States.
Practices and conventions like
the one that occurred in Houston
diminish our advancement toward
truly equal rights for everyone,
which in turn diminishes our credibility as a progressive and accepting nation governed by people who
understand human rights in all
forms.
I am still aching to live in a
country that does not attempt to
dictate who we are or who we want
to be.
-Yelena Dzhanova
Pol. Sci. ’19

Harvard controversy seems meaningless
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tudents at Harvard Law
School have initiated a campaign to pressure the university to remove the college’s
logo, a reminder of Isaac Royall
Jr. who founded what is arguably
the United State’s most celebrated
law school, with an endowment of
$36 billion.
The school’s crest is a shield
with the word “veritas,” meaning
“truth” in Latin, within a red border. Three sheaves of wheat rest
below in white.
The law school adopted the
Royall family coat-of-arms in 1936
without much fanfare.
For the protesters who have
initiated the “Royall Must Fall”
campaign, the logo is tainted by
the Royall family, once Massachusetts’s largest slave-owning
family that made its fortune in the
slave trade.
The campaign’s organizers have
taken to social media to garner
support from outside the campus and exert pressure in getting t

he sigil removed.
No one can doubt that the protesters have a right to petition for
the scrubbing of the school’s logo.
But why now, 79 years after the
adoption of the Royall crest?
The origin of Royall’s gift has not
been a closely held secret. The petition is a regressive interpretation
that seeks to wipe out a big washcloth on a symbol rather than on
racism that taps into primal fears.
The focus, rather, is on a single
issue that may gain some traction.
It is permissible to ask to broaden
the scope of “Royall Must Fall” by
demanding that the law school return the original $800,000 contribution with the blood of the slaves?
Or by extension, question the value
of a much-sought-after law degree
tainted by blood money?
Now that would shake the pillars of the endowments of not only
Harvard but also other Ivy League
schools founded before and after
the creation of the United States.
More to the point, even if the Roy-

all crest falls, it might make one
feel good but it is not a systematic
attack on after-effects that still impact U.S. society and that have
become manifested in the “Black
Lives Matter” movement.
Yale is another case study. It has
a residential college system with
separate self-governed houses,
where faculty members are addressed as “master.” This is very
much in the tradition of Oxford and
Cambridge. Suddenly, this medieval hold is now deemed racist as
if these houses have turned into
plantations. This is a serious misreading of history especially since
they favor today’s cultural and political correctness that sanction
falsehoods.
Although one can appreciate
the ardor the students derive in
their protests, one cannot escape
the feeling that the controversies
are almost meaningless.
-Robert Cambria
Journalism
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Vets want to shed label

Black Friday spoils Thanksgiving spirit

A

S

s we begin the month of November, Americans across
the country will pay respect
and honor the nation’s veterans
on Veterans Day. Here in New
York City, the largest Veterans Day
parade takes place on Fifth Avenue, better known as “America’s
parade.” People will find ways to
thank a veteran through a handshake, a salute or a story of a
loved one who served. Some will
even go as far to say all veterans
are heroes. Unfortunately, this
has not been well received by the
veteran community.
Unlike wars of previous eras,
where many citizens were drafted
for service, today’s modern conflicts are fought by volunteers.
They had a job to fulfill whether it
was in the frontlines facing combat or on a military base providing
service and support. As veterans
return to normal civilian life, they
simply want to carry on with a normal life. This involves going back
to school, starting a new career or
raising a family.
The jobs that many of them
shaped their work ethic and devotion for being leaders in their own
communities. For those unfamiliar with the accolades that a veteran can achieve, one must simply
conclude that all veterans have
done something extraordinary
and therefore must be of higher
caliber than the average citizen.
This is simply not true.
A recent documentary from
BBC, titled What makes a hero?,
analyzes why veterans do not seek
admiration the public thinks they
deserve. In this documentary, they
explore the lives of veterans from
the Vietnam conflict and the wars
in Iraq and Afghanistan. These
were different conflicts, and yet,
the outcomes of being recognized
as a hero were the same. A Vietnam veteran featured in the film

did his job leading his Marines
in an intense firefight, rescuing a
fallen comrade from the hands of
the enemy. He did not seek recognition because the American public thought of it as a toxic war with
which to be associated.
The documentary interviews
a candidate running for office in
Massachusetts. The candidate
informed his campaign and the
press that he did serve in Iraq at
the beginning of the war. What he
did not tell them was that his actions had earned him a Bronze
Star with Valor. When asked why
he did not want to disclose it, he
stated simply that he was doing
his job.
He went on to say that a veteran
does not need that recognition;
rather, they need the support of
the public to help them succeed
when they return home from service. In both examples, service for
a veteran is about watching out for
one another and getting the job
done. And in my opinion, this accolade from the public to call all
veterans heroes may stem from the
fact that only a small percentage of
Americans are veterans, and for
everyone else, there is a guilt that
they might have for not serving.
For many veterans across the
country, coming home after the
completion of service is a feeling
that words cannot describe. The
lives they want to live after service
are those where they have an opportunity to give back to the community, honor those who did not
come home and, most of all, be
understood by a country where
fewer and fewer citizens seek an
opportunity to serve. It is perhaps
this notion that a veteran wants to
be known for, not to be labeled as
a hero.
-Josue Alvarado
Public Affairs ’16

ince when did holidays become about half-off TV sets
and tackling someone over a
“Tickle Me Elmo” doll?
Black Friday is the day that
people wake up at the crack of
dawn for mediocre deals in every
retailer across the country. As this
tradition has continued over the
years, stores have opened earlier
and earlier, trying to have the upper hand in the competition. It
eventually started bleeding into
Thanksgiving Day.
Essentially, it is Black Thursday.
While it used to be normal
for a Thanksgiving host to cook,
decorate and prepare for hours
for the holiday, it is now normal
to spend those hours prepping
for the largest shopping trip of the
year. People swear by Black Friday
catalogs and coupons like they are
the Bible.
It all falls underneath the influence of mob mentality and following the crowd. Black Friday is
a day that has become a staple in
kicking-off the holiday season, and
no one wants to miss out. We always want to be able to brag about
how we woke up at 3 a.m. and
got the last Xbox console bundle
in stock.
Mob mentality refers to the
chaotic and often dangerous, behavior of the customers. Once the
doors of a retailer open, everyone
forgets about manners and courtesy and rushes into the store,
not caring about whether they

shoulder a worker or push a fellow
shopper aside.
People feed off of each other’s
anxiousness and get hyped on the
energy.
Black Friday has been the cause
of many injuries and even deaths.
Thanksgiving, a family friendly
holiday, has become filled with
fistfights over an Elsa dress. In
2008, a Walmart employee was
trampled to death.
Then come the employees
that work themselves to the bone
behind the registers during the
busiest shopping day of the year.
Retail workers are often unable to
spend any time with their families
on Thanksgiving, because most
companies force all of their employees to come into work from 5
a.m. and stay until at least 7 p.m.,
the hours most stores will open
on Thanksgiving.
Black Friday should stay on Friday. Stores can open at midnight
and still maintain the extremely
high sales volume that results from
offering “blowout” sales the day after Thanksgiving is known for.
The sales of “Black Thursday”
are ruining the true meaning of the
important national holiday that
celebrates our history.
Thanksgiving
has
turned
away from what it was once, family, football, being grateful for the
good things in life and, of course,
heaps of food. The holiday is a day
to celebrate and cherish your loved
ones, not to be out the door by

While it used to be normal for a Thanksgiving host to cook,
decorate and prepare for hours for the holiday, it is now normal to spend those hours prepping for the largest shopping
trip of the year.

noon to stand in line outside Best
Buy.
The main thing to remember if
you are thinking about venturing
into the dangers of Black Friday is
that most of the sales will be on the
retailers’ websites anyway.
If you cannot live without
the three-wick candles for $10
from Bath and Body Works, you
can do it after you are recovering from a turkey and pumpkin
pie food coma from the comfort
of your home. This does not even
include the deals on Cyber Monday on the Monday following
Thanksgiving Day.
This year, several businesses
have changed their Black Friday
policies, some for good and some
for bad. Recreational Equipment
Inc. announced that it will not be
opening its doors on Black Friday
at all, receiving positive feedback.
The company stated that it
wants people to “Opt Outside,” or
spend the day enjoying the outdoors. They are even giving their
employees paid vacation day on
Nov. 26. On the other hand, several places will be opening even
earlier than dinnertime, such as
Michaels, which is advertised to be
opening at 4 p.m on Thanksgiving.
You cannot put a price on quality time with your loved ones, especially not the price of a half-off ugly
Christmas sweater and the boxed
set series of Game of Thrones.
No holiday should be overshadowed, especially not one
that is so vital to the foundation
of our country. As a retail worker
and a family-oriented person,
I advise you to ignore the Black
Friday madness. Just enjoy time
with your family, eat pumpkin pie
and max out your credit card on
Cyber Monday.
-Nicole Caropolo
Journalism ’17

Alleged media bias a sorry excuse for GOP US cannot whitewash past
The belief that the media has an inherent bias against the GOP is harmful to our political process

A recent attempt to ignore wrongs done by US in past is unpatriotic

D

T

uring any presidential cycle, candidates make a lot
of arguments on their own
behalf and on the behalf of the
American people. Of these arguments, the ones I always find most
concerning are ones made against
the media, made mostly but not
exclusively by the GOP candidates
this cycle. Two major arguments
routinely appear.
The first is that the media
have a well-known liberal bias, to
the point where many Republican candidates will espouse that
the media is inherently working
against them, or as a “Super PAC”
on behalf of the Democratic candidates, as Marco Rubio believes.
The second is that the media have
a penchant for “gotcha” questions, or questions intended to
discredit or stump the candidates.
Together, they create a worrying
narrative that brings down the
level of political discourse in the
United States.
There is a saying that “facts
have a liberal bias.” This can be
problematic for certain candidates
on both sides of the aisle, but the
problem for Republicans, in general, is that major elements of their
party platform stand against generally accepted science.
A poll of economists from
FiveThirtyEight has shown that
a high percentage of economists
believe that returning to a “gold
standard” would be economically
disastrous.
Yet the Republican Party maintains as a part of its platform that
the threat of climate change is
overstated, and several of their
candidates today are declaring
their intent, if elected, to return the
United States to a sound monetary
system, backed by gold or other
metals. By claiming that U.S. news

outlets are inherently biased, they
attempt to call into question the
validity of these and other generally accepted truths.
Next, candidates will routinely
claim that the media is pursuing
sound bites and “gotcha” moments instead of providing a venue for substantive discussion. This
seemed to be a major issue in the
recent CNBC debate. Do not misinterpret me.
I agree with the general sentiment that the debate could have
been better structured. Asking Donald Trump if his debate
is a riff on Lex Luthor, a comic
book villain, is not what I am
referencing here.
There were valid questions,
however, such as the one to Dr.
Ben Carson about how the math
behind his flat tax system simply
does not add up to the numbers
he has promoted—the shortfall in revenues would necessitate cutting over a full third of
government expenditures.
If we assume it would cut government employment at the same
rate, around one million people
would be out of work due to
these cuts.
However, is the media not supposed to look into these kinds of
issues on behalf of the American
people and display the facts while
giving the candidates a chance to
respond?
Individually, these arguments
are problematic. We should expect, at the bare minimum, U.S.
news outlets to report the facts as
accurately as possible and to be
willing to call out political candidates, and especially candidates
for president, on their ideas and
policy proposals when they stray
from those facts.
But these arguments together

create an even more worrying
narrative.
If the Republicans can successfully persuade their constituents that the media is not on their
side, and also actively try to make
them trip up, the only source
for truth in politics becomes the
candidates’ campaigns and the
parties themselves.
When that happens, opinions
are elevated to be equal to facts,
and this allows candidates to turn
a blind eye to the nuances of many
issues and instead pander to their
voter base.
There are solid cases to be
made on the conservative side of
the aisle for many of the things
their candidates believe.
Chris Christie in the CNBC
debate gave a wonderful take
on why the United States should
raise the retirement age, from a
conservative point of view.
The Republican Party in 2008
thought that climate change could
be countered by putting support
into nuclear power and placing only necessary regulations
on fossil fuels to help the environment, while not hampering
economic growth.
But in the years that have followed, the party and the candidates have actively attempted to
discourage the media from looking
too closely.
If the United States is truly the
greatest nation on earth, as politicians love to say, then the American people deserve quality reporting and political candidates
who can stand up to their questioning with well-reasoned arguments backed with objective and
unquestionable facts.
-Nick Zehnder
Public Affairs ’16

he United States, as a nation,
needs to hold a mirror up to
itself every once in a while.
While the country and its citizens
pride themselves on being “the
land of the free” where everyone
is treated equally and entitled to
the same natural rights, the United
States was and still is not by any
means the model country many
believe it to be.
Our past is filled with slavery, racism, sexism, violence and
so on.
Obviously, no one wants to
talk about this, but we must.
We must not be so naive to forget the struggles of the past and
wash over them.
One woman, Julie Williams,
a Jefferson County school board
member, is trying to do just that.
Williams
encouraged
the
school board to revise the Advanced Placement U.S. History
course curriculum. Her desire
was for the curriculum to place
less of an emphasis on “civil disorder, social strife or disregard
of the law.” While her goal was to
encourage students to be more patriotic, it would inevitably have an
opposite effect.
African American children
could easily lose their cultural ties.
Young women will never hear of
the struggle that was the women’s
suffrage movement and the brave
women who fought for equality
since day one. These struggles inspired people for generations and
generations.
If we were to stop teaching them in school, how
would we continue to make
progress?
The United States was not perfect in the past, and it is certainly
not perfect now. We might not
have many of the injustices that we

had in the 1700s, but we currently
have a horrendous imbalance of
wealth with seemingly nothing being done to change the fact.
If we can skim over problems
we had in our nation’s past, why
are we not ignoring our problems
now? Because the only way we
learn, as individuals and a country, is to learn from our mistakes.
But rewriting U.S. history to make
it more ideal or optimistic is not
going to do us any good.
It is insulting to those historical figures that fought to rid
us of our past evils and it takes
away one of our main sources of
inspiration.
By remembering and teaching
our youth of the evils of slavery
that were once the foundation of
the U.S. economy, we can see just
how far we have progressed and
how we can keep on progressing.
While we should not necessarily
be proud of our previous enslavement of African Americans or our
oppression of women when it
came to things such as voting and
working, these are somethings
that we should never forget.
The definition of patriotism
as defined by Merriam-Webster;
is “having or showing great love
and support for your country.” The
definition does not suggest loving
or showing only the parts of your
country that you deem important
or glorious.
If one is to be truly patriotic,
then one must embrace their nation’s past in its entirety—good,
bad or boring. Williams wants
what I think of as a selective patriotism or, more accurately, a
naive patriotism. That is truly
problematical.
-Meghan Daly
Marketing ’18
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Take time to consider
plan to raise tuition

NARDINE SALAMA

I

f you took the escalators up to
the second floor sometime last
Tuesday between the hours
of 1 p.m. to 4 p.m., you may have
seen the fairly illegible, handwritten sign that read “Sign & get
$300 per year,” plastered upright
to the table marked “USG.” With
a “$300” incentive, over 150 students stopped by the table and
100 actually signed.
Now, it may seem a bit strange
that not every student who
stopped by actually signed, however, much like the illegible handwriting, rational tuition hikes is
a very obscure, confusing and,
some may argue, irrational topic.
So what exactly are rational
tuition hikes and why are they so
important? Well, in November
2011, the CUNY Board of Trustees
voted to increase tuition by $300
for undergraduates and proportionally for graduate, doctoral and
non-resident students, per fiscal
year for five years.
This was done as a result of
the law passed by the New York
state legislature in June of 2011
that empowered SUNY and CUNY
Board of Trustees “to increase the
resident undergraduate rate of tuition by no more than [$300] per

academic year.” Now it is important because by the end of this fiscal year, this law will no longer be
in effect and everyone from professors, administrators to studentled governments are going back
to the drawing board to figure out
what is next.
Three hundred dollars may not
seem like a lot to you, but it definitely adds up. Consider this: in
the fiscal year of 2011, before the
five-year tuition increase plan, the
cost of tuition was $4,830, which
increased to $5,130 in FY12 to
$5,430 in FY13 to $5,730 in FY14
to $6,030 in FY15 and will increase
to $6,330 in FY16. The five-year increase in the undergraduate rate
of tuition totals to approximately a
30.4 percent overall.
Taking into account that our
college resides in one of the most
expensive cities in the world, it is
somewhat understandable that
tuition increases as the cost of operations rise. However, blindly accepting a tuition increase without
any sort of explanation as to where
the funds go is, in my humble
opinion, unacceptable.
One of my biggest concerns is
that despite tuition increases, according to statistics given by the
Professional Staff Congress, the
union for CUNY faculty and staff,
CUNY staff have been working
without a contract for five years
and without a raise for six years,
which really raises the question: Is
CUNY working for you?
To see the work of PSC-CUNY,
please visit www.psc-cuny.org.
Nardine Salama is the vice president of Baruch College’s Undergraduate Student Government. She may be reached at
nardine.salama@usgbaruch.com.

Legalized marijuana hits speed bump

M

arijuana legalization has
slowly begun to blaze
across the nation. The
leafy green plant is slowly becoming decriminalized around the
United States for medical and recreational use. An October Gallup
poll showed 58 percent of Americans believed marijuana should be
legal and early surveys in the state
of Ohio showed similar results. But
despite increasing public support
and a $20 million campaign, the
proposed constitutional amendment, known as Issue 3, was overwhelmingly rejected.
The measure was defeated 64
percent to 36 percent. A quick
glance at this result would make
it seem that the polls were wrong.
Maybe we are not becoming
more accepting of marijuana.
However, in reality, this amendment did not fail because of its
purpose but, rather, because
of its content. The amendment
was a nightmare dressed like
a daydream.
The chief reason the proposed
amendment failed was because
of the provision that would have
limited the cannabis cultivation
to 10 pre-chosen properties. Coincidentally, these 10 pre-chosen
properties are controlled by the
amendment’s 10 financial backers.
The sponsors claimed this would
help the state tightly regulate marijuana at the growth source. The
main opposition to the amendment was a coalition of 140 groups
around the state of Ohio, which
included both the Chamber of
Cannabis and the Fraternal Order
of Police. They gathered under the
banner of Ohio residents against
marijuana monopolies.
This amendment was seemingly voted on with an overwhelming majority of Americans most
likely not even realizing. a vote
was taking place. The reasons this

amendment was put forward in an
off-year election were because it is
less expensive and would almost
guarantee that the subject would
not get drowned out by other important issues. Unfortunately, an
off-year does guarantee another
thing: low voter turnout.
Turnout during off-election
years is abysmally low, hovering
around 30 percent. A majority of
that 30 percent tends to be older
and more conservative than the
eligible electorate.
Older and more conservative
voters are less accepting of marijuana legalization. A Kent State
survey showed, “only 45 percent of
Republicans, 46 percent of 61-to70-year-olds, and 29 percent of
respondents older than 70 favored
Issue 3.”
Americans are becoming more
accepting of marijuana. This is not
only evident in the polls but also
on the campaign trail. Most of the
presidential hopefuls believe we
should re-evaluate our view of
marijuana use as criminal. Sen.
Bernie Sanders has gone as far as
introducing legislation that will
end marijuana prohibition.
Of course not all Americans
are accepting of legalization. Opponents to marijuana legalization proclaim legalizing the plant
would just make the drug problem
in the United States worse. They
cling to myths about marijuana to
justify its prohibition.
The most common one is that
marijuana is a “gateway drug.”
Kids who use marijuana are statistically more likely to go on to
use other drugs, but that does not
mean marijuana use causes use of
other drugs.
According to the Institute of
Medicine of the National Academy of Sciences, “no conclusive evidence that the drug effects of marijuana are causally

linked to the subsequent abuse of
other illicit drugs.”
Marijuana prohibition does not
protect children. In 2011, marijuana use among teenagers soared
to a 30-year high. One-in-15 U.S.
teenagers reported they use marijuana most days. The best way to
keep marijuana out of the hands of
children and teenagers is to legalize and regulate its uses.
Study after study has shown
that marijuana is less dangerous
than alcohol, tobacco, cocaine and
heroin. Only 9 percent of heavy
marijuana users become clinically
dependent, compared to the 15
percent and 24 percent that try cocaine and heroin, respectfully.
A UCLA study from 2006
showed there was no conclusive
link between marijuana and cancer. The study’s lead author said,
“What we found instead was no association at all, and even a suggestion of some protective effect.”
Marijuana, however, is not
completely harmless. Heavy use
can be harmful. Since pot smoke
is chemically similar to tobacco
smoke, heavy pot users are at risk
for some of the same health effects as cigarette smokers, which
include
respiratory
illnesses
like bronchitis.
These risks apply to smoking
marijuana, which is not the only
way to use the drug. Driving while
high also increases your chance of
being in a car accident. However,
the risk is still lower than driving
while drunk.
It is mind-blowing that a drug
less dangerous than alcohol and
tobacco is illegal. Why is marijuana against the law? It grows naturally on our planet. Does the idea
of making nature against the law
seem a bit unnatural?
-Davon Singh
Finance ’17
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Business
Valeant under fire, holds second conference call for investors
BY JOSEPH ESPOSITO
BUSINESS EDITOR

Valeant Pharmaceuticals held
two conference calls in the past
few weeks following criticisms
of their purchase of PhilidorRX,
another pharmaceutical company. Valeant was accused of purchasing the company to conduct
illegal business.
An Oct. 26 conference call was a
response from Valeant after it came
under fire from Citron Research,
who made the claim of Valeant’s illegal activity. Citron Research is a
short-selling firm that researches
and reports on companies it believes are engaging in fraudulent
business or are overvalued.
Valeant held another press conference on Nov. 10 following criticism from activist investor and Pershing Square Capital Management
founder Bill Ackman, who claimed
Valeant’s Oct. 26 conference call was
too “scripted.”
PhilidorRX is a specialty pharmaceutical business that started
in 2013. Their connection to Valeant was uncovered in Citron Research’s report on Philidor, which
claimed that Valeant uses Philidor to report “phantom sales” of
Valeant products.
Andrew Left, Citron’s founder,
believes that Valeant filed fake invoices in order to falsely boost
sales revenue in financial reports.
The report also accused Philidor of
buying pharmaceutical companies
in other states to use their credentials to fill prescriptions around
the country.
A Valeant press release on the

WWW.CNAFINANCE.COM

Valeant, a Canadian pharmaceutical company, has been accused of fraudulently boosting its revenue with phantom sales.
day of the initial conference call
denied Citron’s claim. According
to the release, “All shipments to
Philidor and other pharmacies in
the Philidor pharmacy network,
including R&O, are not recorded
in Valeant’s consolidated net revenue. Sales are recorded only
when the product is dispensed to
the patient.”
The statement continued, “The
timing of our revenue recognition by selling through the Philidor pharmacy network is actually delayed when compared to
selling through the traditional
wholesaler channel.”
A few days later, on Oct. 29, Philidor came under even more scrutiny when CVS Health and Express
Scripts announced that they would
sever ties with Philidor. On that
same day, two of the five indepen-

dent directors at Sequoia Fund,
Vinod Ahooja and Sharon Osberg,
resigned surrounding the controversy. Sequoia Fund is the largest
stakeholder in Valeant, with over
30 percent of its portfolio invested
in the pharmaceutical giant. Roger
Lowenstein, Sequoia Fund Chairman, did not give reasons for the
two directors’ resignations.
A spokesperson for Valeant further said, “We categorically deny the
allegations made in the Citron Report. Citron’s false and misleading
statements about Valeant appear
to be an attempt to manipulate the
market in an effort to drive down
Valeant’s stock price.”
A second release by Citron stated, “We have reviewed numerous
data points strongly suggesting that
Valeant’s operation is far ‘dirtier’
than just Philidor, we are passing

all new information on to the mainstream media investigative reports,
whose legal teams are far deeper
than those at Citron.”
Ackman’s Pershing Square
Capital has a 5 percent stake in
Valeant, with 16.5 million shares
valued at $3.3 billion. This makes
up roughly 20 percent of Pershing
Square’s portfolio.
After Valeant’s conference call
on Oct. 26, Ackman grew concerned. According to The Wall Street
Journal’s Monica Langley, Ackman
apparently emailed Valeant board
members the next day: “Your reputation is at grave risk. Valeant has
become toxic. Even we are very concerned.” On the same day, Pershing
Square Capital announced it would
hold its own conference call on Oct.
30 to defend its position on Valeant.
During the Pershing Square

conference call, Ackman criticized
the lack of “color” in Valeant’s Oct.
26 call. He referred to the later call
as too “scripted” and claimed that
Valeant should be more transparent. Ackman said the pharmaceutical company failed to address
key questions about its affiliation
with Philidor. Soon after, Valeant
announced it would sever it ties
with Philidor.
On Nov. 9, a day before Valeant’s second conference call, Pershing Square Capital held its official
quarterly conference call. During
the call, Ackman suggested that
Valeant should lock in a partnership with a new specialty pharmacy
to replace Philidor. He suggested
that this might ease the worries of
some investors.
During Valeant’s second conference call, Michael Pearson, Valeant CEO, defended the decision to
cut ties with Philidor. According to
Pearson, Philidor only brought in
$190 million in revenue for the third
quarter of 2015.
When asked about how the
business would respond to dropping Philidor, Pearson said, “I
would not be shocked to see some
volume declines in the next few
weeks, but I don’t think it will
be significant.”
During a Q&A, a few investors
asked questions about legal concerns Valeant has concerning Philidor. Pearson responded by saying
“Philidor, I need to remind everyone, that it was a separate company.
Philidor’s management has assured
me that there has been no wrongdoing ... We continue to look at
our controls.”

Facebook revenue jumps in Q3, boosted by mobile ad performance
BY MARIA MARKOWICZ
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY EDITOR

Facebook’s third quarter report shows that the company has
significantly increased its revenue
compared to its performance in
2014. The increase is largely credited to the success of its mobile
advertising platform on Facebook
and Instagram.
On the day the report was released, Facebook opened at $107.10
per share, followed by a fall to a
closing price of $106.49 per share
reported on Nov. 9.
“[Facebook] already accomplished a lot this year, and these results show how we’re getting stronger as a community and as a business,” Mark Zuckerberg, Facebook’s
founder CEO, stated in the third
quarter earnings conference call.
Indeed, revenue for the third quarter stands at $4.501 billion, compared to $3.203 billion earned in the
third quarter of 2014. This means
that, for the nine months of 2015,
the company collected revenues
totalling $12.087 billion, compared
to $8.615 billion earned in the first
nine months of 2014.
This is largely credited to the
growing number of Facebook users.
When it comes to daily users and
daily mobile device users, the numbers stood at 1.01 billion and 894
million, respectively. For the mobile
users, this showed a year-over-year
increase of 27 percent.
Facebook’s mobile advertising platform is becoming a major
source of Facebook’s revenue. Mobile advertising has seen a large
surge in revenue earlier this year:
a rise from $2.424 billion in the
first quarter to $2.888 billion in the
second quarter.
As for the third quarter, Facebook’s report show that mobile
advertising revenue rose to $3.353

WWW.THENEXTWEB.COM

The amount of mobile Facebook users has increased 27 percent over the past year, pushing mobile ad revenue to $3.3 billion.
billion or 78 percent of the total
advertising revenue for the third
quarter. As a point of comparison,
in the third quarter of 2014, only 66
percent of advertising revenue came
from mobile advertising, or $3.2 billion.
For many, the option of making a
video advertisement is the most appealing option available. It provides
for a wide outreach to the users. As
Sheryl Sandberg, Facebook’s COO
said, “September alone saw over
1.5 million small businesses present on Facebook posting a video advertising their products on the site,
whether in a form of an advertisement or as a post on their page.”

This number was largely driven
by a surge in the number of advertisers. According to Facebook, September saw 2.5 million active advertisers, and that number has been
increasing steadily.
In total, more than 45 million
small- and medium-sized businesses own a Facebook page as means
of marketing. Another factor worth
mentioning is Instagram. “We’re
capitalizing on the shift to mobile
by expanding ads on Instagram,”
Sandberg claimed. “This quarter
on Instagram we introduced new
ad formats and objectives, opened
up our API and launched self-serve
ads capabilities.”

To further the success of Instagram ads, the service is now available in all countries where Facebook ads are available. Advertisers
can easily choose to have their products and services advertised on both
platforms.
Mobile advertising is appealing
to businesses for multiple reasons.
One reason would be Facebook’s
possible outreach. 900 million users
visit the website each day, with over
700 million users visiting the site
through their smartphone or tablet.
“When you run a Facebook Ad, you
choose the audiences that see it by
location, age, interests and more,”
Facebook’s website states. “This

makes your ads more relevant for
the people who see them and brings
you real results.”
Another important factor is affordability. A company can run
a Facebook ad for as little as $5,
and the buyer is in full control
of the number of ads that will be
shown per day. Facebook also
offers advertisers and possible
clients versatility.
Facebook’s website states that a
Facebook ad can be set up in a way
that will provide directions to the
advertiser’s store, let them instantly
download an app, view the video
advertising a product and instantly
add a product to a shopping cart on
the advertiser’s website.
“This quarter we continued to
focus on helping marketers achieve
results while using our ad products,
including video and carousel ads, as
well as on Instagram,” Zuckerberg
claimed. But in order to keep up the
increase of revenue, Facebook has
to keep up with the demands of its
users. In the third quarter alone, the
social media site added improvements to the profile page design
for mobile users and tested new
versions of the “like button,” which
would allow users to express a wider
range of positive responses to other
people’s posts.
As the number of mobile users
and means of advertising continue
to increase, Facebook is likely to
experience increased revenue from
mobile advertisement, especially if
one considers the increasing popularity of video advertisements on
Instagram. In the end, it all comes
down to keeping both the advertisers and consumers interested in the
platform.
“Looking forward,” Sandberg
concluded, “we will stay focused
on our priorities to continue to
build a solid foundation for our
long-term business.”
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Trans-Pacific Partnership awaits congressional ratification
BY JOSEPH ESPOSITO
BUSINESS EDITOR
Details of the Trans-Pacific Partnership have been released, inciting lawmakers and trade unions
of multiple countries to comb
through the fine print of the agreement before ratification. Critics are
already voicing concerns, stating
that the fine print in many subsections is either ambiguous, or
detrimental to trade.
New Zealand was the first participating country to release the full
text, which includes over 6,000 pages of trade details.
The TPP has been in the works
over the past five years. Negotiating nations include Japan, Singapore, Brunei, Chile, Canada,
Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand,
Peru, Australia, Vietnam and the
United States. It has taken member nations 19 formal meetings in
dozens of Pacific cities to establish
the final details of the trade partnership. The countries involved
make up roughly 40 percent of the
world’s economy.
The overall goal of the agreement is to establish lighter trade
barriers for all nations involved.
The TPP will provide duty-free trade
on most manufactured goods. For
the United States the agreement
will eliminate over 18,000 tariffs on
exported items.
One detail of the partnership
states that nations will have to recognize independent labor unions.
This is especially significant for
Vietnam, which currently prohibits
trade unions.
The TPP must now be ratified
by 12 nations before it can take affect. President Barack Obama announced his support for the agreement on Nov. 5, and notified Congress through a letter that he intends
to sign the deal.
The Obama administration has

given its support to the TPP negotiations over the past five years. Ratification of the agreement by Congress
would mark a significant victory for
the administration and would be the
first, and possibly last, major move
in Obama’s “pivot” to East Asia.
In a post on the White House’s
website, Obama stated, “The TPP
means that America will write the
rules of the road in the 21st century.
When it comes to Asia, one of the
world’s fastest-growing regions, the
rulebook is up for grabs. And if we
don’t pass this agreement—if America doesn’t write those rules—then
countries like China will.”
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe paralleled Obama’s statement
while speaking at an economic forum in Tokyo. During the talk, he
stated, “The TPP is the structure
where Japan and the United States
can lead in economic rule-making.”
Abe went on to say, “Rules should
not be something that are imposed
on you—you make them.” Japan and
the United States are the two largest
participating economies to be in
the TPP.
Criticism of the TPP has spiked
following the release of the full
text. Many are concerned that the
language of the partnership is ambiguous in many areas and may
have unintended negative effects on
many nations.
During a conference call, Lori
Wallach, director of Public Citizen’s Global Trade Watch, stated
that the agreement was “…worse
than we thought.” In a press release
from Public Citizen’s Global Trade
Watch, Wallach stated, “Apparently,
the TPP’s proponents resorted to
such extreme secrecy during negotiations because the text shows
that the TPP would offshore more
American jobs, lower our wages,
flood us with unsafe imported food
and expose our laws to attack in
foreign tribunals.”
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President Obama explained the beneﬁts of the TPP for agriculture in the United States to the U.S. Department of Agriculture.
Here, Wallach cites the “Sanitary
and Phytosanitary” chapter, which
would impose new limits on U.S.
trade inspection authority. According to the language of this chapter,
importers can now challenge U.S.
border inspection results based on
the subjective requirement of the
inspection being “limited to what is
reasonable and necessary.”
Language within this section also mimics the industry call
for “rapid response mechanism,”
where border inspectors must notify exporters immediately concerning failure points of a food export.
That exporter can then challenge
a border inspector’s ruling. This
has the potential to undermine
U.S. oversight on food imports
and exports.
Another major criticism of the
TPP is that it leaves out any stipulations and punishments concerning currency manipulation, which
has already costs thousands of
American jobs. Japan, formally
part of the TPP, is the world’s sec-

ond largest currency manipulator behind China. Over the past
18 months, Japan’s purchasing of
U.S. dollars using Japanese yen has
caused their currency to fall 35 percent relative to the U.S. dollar. This
makes exports to Japan 35 percent
more expensive.
Currency manipulation such as
this increases the U.S. trade deficit
and reduces GDP.
At this point, it is still difficult to
know exactly what the TPP will look
like if implemented.
Much of the confusion, like other
economic agreements of this size,
comes from major dissenting opinions on what the agreement means.
The effect of the TPP on U.S. workers, for example, is disputed. Obama
stated that the TPP is “an agreement
that puts American workers first and
will help middle-class families get
ahead.” On the other hand, Leo Gerard, vice president of United Steel
Workers, North America’s largest
industrial labor union, said, “TPP
may be the final blow to manufac-

turing in America. Our producers
and workers are under siege from
other nations’ massive overproduction, foreign currency devaluation, our own lack of long-term
infrastructure investment and the
strong dollar.”
Congress may not see debate
on the TPP until March 2016. As it
stands now, the TPP has divided
both the Democratic and Republican parties.
Multiple Republican presidential candidates, such as Ben Carson and Marco Rubio, support the
trade deal. Others, like Donald
Trump and Ted Cruz, have spoken out against the deal. Obama
adamantly supports the deal, but
Democratic presidential candidate Bernie Sanders has voiced
his dissatisfaction.
Hillary Clinton, though previously a supporter, has now spoken against the trade agreement. It
may be months before all the details and fine print of the TPP are
fleshed out.

West Coast Chipotle venues Jobless claims see largest rise in months
suffer E. coli outbreak
Though jobess claims are still below the healthy 300,000 mark, October’s rise in claims is concerning
BY VICKIE SAVVIDES
STAFF WRITER

A strain of E. coli found in Chipotle Mexican Grill Inc.’s Washington and Oregon chains is threatening the burrito giant’s popularity,
consumer trust and sales.
Chipotle
has
temporarily closed 43 of its restaurants in
Washington state and Oregon after health authorities discovered
an E. coli strain. The bacteria affected people who ate at Chipotle
outlets between Oct. 14 and Oct.
23. According to a company statement, although only eight of the
43 restaurants were linked to the
disease, “out of an abundance
of caution,” the company chose
to close more sites within the
same area to contain the spread
of infection.
Since Oct. 31 the company has
been sending officials to sanitize
the closed units, increase food
safety and test various types of
food to identify the specific cause
of the outbreak.
According to investigations
conducted by The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the
Washington State Department of
Health and the Oregon Health Authority, the strain of bacteria has
sickened roughly 39 people, all
of whom have eaten in the West
Coast Chipotle franchises.
Health officials say the E. coli
strain linked to this outbreak is
less severe than other strands
that have been linked to popular
food chains throughout history.
Fourteen people have since been
hospitalized. However, no deaths
have been reported. Many people
infected with that strain may not
immediately seek health care because of its milder symptoms.

Further testing by the medical
teams will confirm new occurrences. The CDC is working with
state and local partners to continue laboratory surveillance. With
this tool, it will be able to identify
and interview any additional people who may have been sickened
by this outbreak.
Officials are still determining
whether the people affected in this
outbreak in Washington and Oregon consumed the same meal at
Chipotle or a common ingredient
that could have caused the food
poisoning.
With the negatively publicized
health concerns surrounding the
company, analysts of Chipotle Inc.
expect sales to take a hit. Chipotle restaurant business mission
presents a “food with integrity”
policy; however, with this new
outbreak, customers are not as
trusting. Shares fell 2.6 percent
the week of the release and have
been down 16 percent in the past
month, throughout the time of the
disease speculation.
Stephen Anderson, Maxim
Group analyst, noted that with
the hit, it would “take some
time for traffic to return” to Chipotle Inc. Additionally, criticisms against the company have
been
published
throughout
journalistic reviews.
The advertisement “You can’t
spell ‘Chipotle’ without ‘E. coli” is
a full-page advertisement inserted by The Center for Consumer
Freedom. For these reasons, a
downturn is greatly supposed.
According to Chipotle spokesman Chris Arnold, the company’s
“reopening schedule will be determined by the pace and progress of
the investigation. Right now, that
is the top priority.”

BY ELIZABETH DASH
STAFF WRITER

Applications for unemployment benefits increased during
the week ending in Oct. 31, according to a release from the U.S.
Department of Labor.
Seasonally adjusted initial
claims rose 16,000 to 276,000 from
260,000 of the previous week. Although this marked 25 consecutive
weeks in which claims maintained
a position below the benchmark
of 300,000 for thriving markets, it
was the largest increase in eight
months.
The Department of Labor
claimed that the effect of such
an upsurge is undeterminable at
this time.
However, economists surveyed by the Wall Street Journal
and Reuters do not seem to be too
worried.
This may be because there is
no specific evidence that can support the proposition that this spike
is a result of more layoffs or due to
the fact that claims were near historically low levels during the prior
weeks of October.
Also, new employee payroll
contracts increased throughout the month despite the rise in
jobless claims.
New York ranked second on the
list of states where applications exceeded 1,000 as of Oct. 24, a week
before the upturn.
The state’s initial claims escalation of 1,853 was attributed to
layoffs in retail trade, construction
industries and hospitality services,
as stated in the report.
California was the first on the
list with growth of 2,264 claims.
In contrast Michigan’s claims de-

clined by 2,600 applications. This
was the largest decline among all
the states, followed by South Carolina, where claims fell by 1,853
applications.
Despite the sudden change
in the number of unemployment applications, jobs were created at the quickest pace seen
this year, and wages have been
rising simultaneously.
So far, the average increase in
jobs for 2015 averages 206,000, and
the average hourly pay rate for employees of the private sector rose at
a 2.5 percent annual pace in October alone.
For retail establishments the
average hourly wage was $14.90
as of last month, the highest it
has been.
Economists believe that these
factors in addition to the payroll
gains might be enough to finally
encourage the Federal Reserve to
raise interest rates in December.
This has been a much-debated
goal of the Fed since the beginning
of the year.
In October the number of citizens stuck in part-time jobs or
those too discouraged to look
for work declined to the lowest
level since May 2008, decreasing
9.8 percent.
Still, in the same month, 7.9
million Americans described
themselves as actively looking for
work but unable to find a job. The
number of citizens working “parttime for economic reasons” was
269,000 in October.
At the same time when jobless claims peaked, productivity
waned. This might be a result of
cost-saving initiatives of employers
who have begun to invest in new
equipment rather than employees.

As market trends continue to
show signs of promise for reaching full employment, prolonged
weak productivity could still limit
wage growth.
This is mainly because productivity is a key indicator of a
country’s overall labor market.
Though, it cannot be said that
the increase in jobless claims is
a direct result of such low levels
of productivity.
Regardless of weakened output and the large number of unemployment applications, jobless
claims are still significantly below
historic levels.
Following the recession in 2008
jobless claims reached dangerously high levels but have decreased
since then.
The 276,000 claims as of Oct. 30,
for example, were well below the
456,000 claims filed on Jan. 1, 2010.
This indicates that although a
slight increase in claims is apparent, it is not likely that levels will
reach anywhere near its peak of
five years ago.
Jobless claims in relation to
productivity are constantly monitored by the U.S. Department of
Labor and economists alike, and
are crucial for the Federal Reserve
to make decisions.
When such an increase in
claims is evident, it might signify
that the labor market is in danger.
Yet, due to the impressive numbers throughout the rest of the
month, it is not a major concern at
this point.
However, if the number of unemployment applications continue to increase week after week,
market conditions must be further evaluated to see if any real
threat exists.
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Arts & Style
Multi-platinum British artist evolves with new studio album
BY ILLYSSA SCHWARTZ
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

There comes a point in every
major artist’s career in which he
or she needs to decide if he or she
wants to deviate from a comfortable, classic style in order to show
the world something fresh. We saw
this last year with Taylor Swift in
her separation from country music
and transition into pop radio. This
pivotal turn is risky, but it often
seems that without it, listeners will
become disinterested.
In September, Ellie Goulding
announced that her upcoming
third album, Delirium, would mark
a changeover. The singer stated,
“Part of me views this album as an
experiment—to make a big pop album... I made a conscious decision
that I wanted it to be on another
level.” This forewarning allowed
fans to prepare for Goulding’s shift
away from her comfortable niche
of electronic and indie sounds as
seen in her first two records.
2010’s Lights was Goulding’s
debut album. Goulding, 23 at
the time, was complimented for
her electronic edge and received
mostly positive reviews. It spawned
four singles: “Under the Sheets,”
“Starry Eyed,” “Guns and Horses”
and “The Writer.” It sold 1.6 million
copies worldwide.
Two years later came Halcyon.
Critics admired the aggressive expression showcased in the British singer’s voice, especially in
the album’s anthems “Anything
Can Happen,” “Figure 8” and
“Explosions.”
This change began between
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Goulding’s new record sounds like a big pop album, as opposed to the indie and electonic of the artist’s previous records.
Delirium and Halcyon, which was
released on Nov. 6, and its predecessors were carried out largely as
a result of Goulding’s selection in
new musical partners: Greg Kurstin
and Ryan Tedder. Goulding’s renewed sound came with a hot new
album cover.
The cover leaves little to the
imagination, featuring Ellie donning nothing but an open fur coat.
The Delirium artist strikes a sexy
pose with her eyes closed and hair
sweeping across her face. The background color of the photo is teal
with the singer’s name and album
title in a gold font.
“Delirium is probably the strongest thing I have done so far … I
chose the people that I wanted to
work with; it [is] more of a commitment to who I am as an artist,”
said Goulding. Her self-description

of Delirium is backed up with 16
tracks in the standard edition with
a massive 25 on the deluxe format.
The album opens with “Intro
(Delirium),” a track with Eastern flavors where Goulding sings
in a throaty, moody style. The
music that follows overflows
with disco sounds.
Goulding caught the wind of 50
Shades of Gray on her back with the
smash hit “Love Me Like You Do,”
her original love song featured in
the film. The lyrics are eloquent
while still connecting to the film’s
sensual theme. “You’re the light,
you’re the night/ You’re the color
of my blood,” Goulding sings over
immense synths and crushing
drums. “You’re the cure, you’re
the pain/ You’re the only thing I
wanna touch.”
The album’s lead single, “On

My Mind,” proved that Goulding
is wholeheartedly embracing her
new title of pop star. “Why I got you
on my mind” repeats in the chorus,
making the song catchy. The lively,
flashy and confident tune about
a separation between head and
heart arguably serves as a slap in
the face and response to her former
boyfriend Ed Sheeran.
His 2014 single “Don’t,” was
interpreted by fans as a blatant
jab at Goulding. Goulding sounds
like she is toasting as she gets her
point across in quick-fire lines. The
music video, which is set in Las Vegas, resembles Thelma and Louise.
Goulding appears to be in a crumbling relationship in which her
and her accomplice decide to get
revenge while riding through Las
Vegas on horses.
It is not always about love.

“Army,” the second single on the
album, presents one of the album’s
slower moments in an honest love
letter overflowing with gratitude,
penned to Goulding’s best friend.
“16 and you never even judged me
/ Matter of fact I always thought
you were too cool for me / Sitting
there in the caravan / All the nights
we’ve been drunk on the floor /
And yet you understand.” The “best
friend” goes anonymous but the
straightforward genuine nature
is permeating.
The diversions from the Goulding sound we already know are not
a bad thing. However, loyal followers do not need to worry, there are
plenty of glimpses into her classic
style. “Lost and Found” is a slowbuild dreamy, electronic and nostalgic tune: “Near the countryside
but I just forgot, all the things that
matter I forget a lot / I get so caught
up in the city cloud, but this place
is still my first love.” It looks like
something out of her “Lights” era
and is true to her roots.
The songs as a whole are unexpected. Goulding made an ambitious effort into a new realm. With
this risk, Delirium reveals itself
as one of the year’s strongest pop
productions. On top of the release
of her new album, it was just announced that she would replace
Rihanna as a performer in this
year’s Victoria’s Secret Fashion
Show. Her Delirium tour will start
Nov. 11 in Hammerstein Ballroom
in New York City. Goulding has
been generating big tunes since the
beginning. This time around, she is
just doing it under a different genre
and with a stronger sense of self.

The Neighbourhood’s Wiped Out! brings depth to popular music
BY DAVID CARDONA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

With the release of their latest
album, Wiped Out!, The Neighbourhood makes an attempt to
reach out to an older crowd while
remaining faithful to their young
loyal fans. With their 2013 release,
I Love You, the demographic drawn
to the band was predominantly
young teens, who were largely attracted to the catchy music, hiphop and electronic beats and goodlooking musicians, rather than the
quality of the music that was being
produced. With Wiped Out!, the
band attempts to expand on their
previous demographic with mature
lyrics, genre-bending music and
a healthy reminder that good surf
rock can still be found along the
West Coast.
The opening track, “A Moment
of Silence,” is different from most
opening tracks. Instead of starting
the way a pop album usually starts,
with a loud in-your-face track,
there is silence. The name of the
track and the way the song plays is
no coincidence. It is expected to be
interpreted as a foreshadowing to
the themes of the album.
The second track on the album,
“Prey,” is where the music begins.
Ambient noise followed by a single
guitar strumming chords opens
the track, making the ambiance of
the music very dreamy and leading
the listener on a whimsical, flowing and airy intro to the album.
The band applies the “less is more”
philosophy to their music, giving
it more room and leaving space
open for it to become dynamic, instead of just playing an onslaught of
notes. Lyrically, the track presents
the listener with the problem that
certain people in society try to force
their beliefs on other people. James
Rutherford, the band’s lead singer,
begs the listener to stand tall, and

even with building peer pressure.
The third track, “Cry Baby,” is a
song about having strength in times
of tough moments. In new relationships, it is very easy to ignore the
past of the significant other. Ignorance is bliss but not for this song.
This song wants to know the truth,
all of it, and it does not matter if
feelings are hurt.
The title track, “Wiped Out,”
lyrically, does not stand out like
the others. The melody stops. A
hip-hop beat comes to fill the void
and Rutherford comes in rhyming
his words together along with the
beat, crossing lines that have begun
to blur with this new generation of
artists. The genre of music becomes
difficult to categorize, and the line
between certain genres becomes
distorted. This is common for a

The opening track, “A
Moment of Silence,” is
diﬀerent from most opening
tracks. Instead of starting
the way a pop album usually
starts, with a loud in-yourface track, there is silence.
The name of the track and the
way the song
plays is no coincidence.
It is expected to
be interpreted as a
foreshadowing to the themes
that will appear later in the
album.

band like The Neighbourhood, that
incorporates musical styles such
as R&B, alternative rock, hip hop
and electronica.
“Daddy Issues” can be considered a little morbid as the R&B influence is very obvious in this track.
The song follows a man telling the
story about his relationship with
his girlfriend, how she has “daddy
issues” and he really likes her for
that. After a few listens, his true
feelings are revealing a darker side
of things. It is a sad song because
of the message that the lyrics get
across, but delightfulness lingers in
its honesty. One can feel the pain
that had to be endured to produce
a song such as this.
“Greetings from Califournia”
and “Ferrari,” have California-

cool dripping all over them. These
tracks are best avoided if you do
not enjoy bobbing your head to the
infectious beat coming from them;
“Single” does not sway far from this
theme either. A sweet and playful
track about the lead singer’s feelings for a girl who is already in a
relationship is expressed with an
unique freedom. He really likes
her, but fears being alone in a room
with her because he does not want
something to happen between the
two of them.
Only at the very end does he
mention the current boyfriend and
how he is sorry for taking his girl. It
is a simple song, with straightforward lyrics and little depth.
“R.I.P. 2 My Youth,” the final
track, is a nice way to wrap up the

album. Rutherford has come to
terms with all of the awful things
that have happened since the release of the band’s first album. He is
willingly letting go of his childhood.
For him and the rest of his band to
continue with their success, they
have to let go of the things that
made them the band they were in
the past and focus on the band they
want to become in the future.
Overall, Wiped Out! gives listeners elements of R&B, hip-hop,
alternative rock and electronica
that can be appreciated across the
board. Do not toss it to the side
because it is considered popular
music. Give it a listen and finally
understand that pop music can be
just as deep as the music you may
find at your local indie music store.
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The Neighbourhood’s Wiped Out! attempts to reach an older crowd while still pleasing younger fans.
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Rossi exhibit pushes limits to new heights at the New Museum
BY DAVID CARDONA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The New Museum, located at
the intersection of Bowery and
Prince streets, is the most outstanding building on the block.
Standing at seven stories, the front
surface of the building is smooth,
without a single window to break
the consistency, and the surface
is blindingly white. It is a striking
building to say the least and is a
clear representation of the art that
can be found inside the museum
walls, which is just as striking and
thought-provoking.
On the ground floor, sitting
directly beside the cafe and gift
shop, is one of the museum’s most
recent additions to the collection:
Barbara Rossi: Poor Traits. This is
the artist’s first exhibition in New
York City, and it is the first time
her work has been held in such an
exhibition since the 1990s. All that
separates the gallery from the museum’s lobby are panels of glass.
Despite the close proximity to the
street and the hustle-and-bustle of
the crowded lobby only a few feet
away, the gallery is completely silent. This gives one the chance to
stare longingly at the art that hangs
from the wall, looking for meaning,
which can be very difficult depending on one’s attention to detail and
attention span.
From the beginning of her career, Rossi’s goal was to create visually stunning art using a whole new
process. Instead of planning the
painting out before bringing pencil to paper, she would simply get
to work, allowing the work of art to
grow and change without any limitation to her imagination. Through
this spontaneous approach to art,
she created images that bended
the rules of contemporary art and
certainly did not resemble any of
the art that was being produced

at the time, including the work of
those closest to her. This spontaneous approach to creating art would
become a trademark for her work,
and it is documented well in the
pieces hanging at the exhibit.
The gallery is sparsely filled,
allowing one to give their full attention to the paintings and drawings that dot the otherwise empty
walls. The gallery is set up chronologically, starting with the graphite
sketches done in the early to mid’60s up to her plexiglass portraits
done in the ’70s. The graphite
sketches that hang closest to the
door are some of her earliest works.
These sketches, most of them left
untitled, resemble the human face.
However, the resemblance is
very subtle, and it could easily sail
over the heads of viewers if the
proper attention is not given. The
faces, when noticed, are made to
exaggerate its features, often contorting the images to frightening
proportions. One of the more striking pieces: “Untitled,” 1967, resembles the face of a man. The man’s
face is split in half, divided evenly
right down the middle. One eye
is that of a seemingly normal human eye, and the other eye is that
of what appears to be a mechanical eye. These sketches were made
spontaneously—Rossi simply put
pencil to paper, sketched her image
and decided it was finished when
the image looked finished.
Hanging on the wall opposite the graphite sketches are the
plexiglass portraits. The plexiglass
portraits are more visually appealing than Rossi’s graphite sketches,
but the shapes and objects in the
portraits are just as random. Along
with the random colors, shapes
and textures, some have human
hair mixed into them.
One of the more striking portraits is called “Eye Deal,” 1974.
Like the title of the exhibition, “Eye
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The New Museum, located in the Bowery, hosts Barbara Rossi: Poor Traits for Rossi’s ﬁrst-ever New York City exhibition.
Deal” is a play on the word “ideal,”
and could provide some insight to
the portrait.
At first glance, the figure is
made up of different shapes, colors
and materials, and can be seen as
something that does not necessarily have any depth to it. It may be
thought that its only value is the
psychedelic trance that ensues after staring at it for too long. However, when looking carefully, the
figure is suddenly personified, and
the image turns into that of a human looking over their reflection in
a mirror.
The head and collar of the figure are quite distinct, and an arm is
seen reaching around from the side
of the body, with the hand gently

hanging before the mirror. The reflection in the mirror is not an exact
reflection. Instead, the reflection
is distorted, and the color red is
seen covering up the figure’s face.
The figure looking into the portrait
could be looking for that “ideal”
look, and the red coloring on the
mirror is the mirror telling the figure that this is not the ideal look.
The title of the exhibit, Poor
Traits, is also something to consider. Poor Traits is a play on the
word “portrait.” Portraits make up
the exhibit, so it is very likely that
the specific portraits were placed
because the figures in the paintings
have poor traits. “Eye Deal” comes
to mind, since the figure seems to
be looking at their reflection in the

mirror. Maybe the figure in the portrait is of someone vain, and they
are looking in the mirror to determine whether or not they look
their best.
Whatever the message is, if
any exists, it is clear that Rossi has
an interesting perspective on the
potential of creative expression.
The potential for exploration and
discovery that can be found when
the conventional ways of creating art are avoided is obvious in
her work, and the results are fresh,
spontaneous and striking.
Rossi’s work is for those who
want to experience an art exhibition and not fall asleep. The exhibit
will be on display at The New Museum until Jan. 3, 2016.

Camping and sexuality intersect at The Museum of Sex’s new exhibit
BY REBECCA SIMON
COPY EDITOR

The wind whistles through
the trees as the branch’s shadow
dances on the side of lean-to tents.
A scream is heard in the distance.
But wait. It is not a cry for help, but
rather, an outcry of pure, unrefined
ecstasy. A campground of this nature is nearer than one would think.
The Museum of Sex, located at Fifth
Avenue and 27th Street, is currently showing an exhibit dubbed,
“Splendor in the Grass.”
The exhibit features five different assembled tents, designed to
expose participants to the sexuality
that exists in nature itself and connect them with their animalistic
roots, which are inherently erotic.
As patrons wander through the encampment, they are given a chance
to interact with not only the exhibits themselves, but one another
as well.
At the start of the path lies the
first tent, which is called the “Autoerotic Kinesthesia Kaleidoscope
of Self Lust”: a structure filled with
mirrors, allowing the person inside
to see every single angle of him or
herself. This is designed for the participant to be able to explore their
personal sexuality in an intimate
setting. Once inside, the viewer his
or her own company.
After discovering every component of their individual bodies, as
well as sensuality, museum-goers
then move on to the second tent,
which is more interactive than the
former. This is what MoSEX calls
“Grass Girl Arouses a Gentle Caress of Touch and Sound.” Here,
Mother Nature, who is surprisingly
salacious, takes on a physical form
through a girl molded from grass.
As she is touched and caressed, she
becomes more and more aroused,
turning her sensors red and making her whispers and moans loud-

er. This allows for an exploration
of female sexuality and highlights
different aspects of arousal and
physical stimulation.
Once the grass girl has been sufficiently pleasured, patrons move
on to the third tent, which is called
“Pneumatic Kinesthesia Pump Up
the Movement.” This is basically a
sexy Twister game for two. Once
inside the tent, a couple is shown
different sex positions, a la Kamasutra, which they then have to
imitate to the best of their abilities.
Once they are finished, the couple
now has gained knowledge of new
positions that they could possibly
try after they leave the museum.
Next, participants of the kinesthetic campground find themselves
at the fourth tent, called “Wetten
Your Appetite: A Cloud Chamber Experience.” This tent is filled

completely with smoke, scented
with erotic aromas, and its walls
are covered in sexually suggestive
body parts. If the lights were turned
on, it would be a horrifying sight of
dismembered parts strewn across
black walls, but lights are wisely
not used in this setting. Instead,
patrons inhale the sweet perfumes
while stroking what may or may not
be inappropriate formations. Here,
sexuality takes on two of the five
senses, smell and touch, proving
it can be enhanced through sensory perception, not just the strict
visualization that comes with the
digital pornographic era.
Finally, museum-goers move
on to the last tent, dubbed “Ice
Oven Challenge: The Temperature
of Love.” In this tent, couples or
strangers enter and hold hands or
touch one another in an effort to

arouse each other. Sensors indicate
if body temperature or heart rate is
rising in the couple, increasing the
temperature of their love or arousal. They then walk away knowing if
the heat between them was warm
enough to turn the sensors red.
Once the erotic camping adventure is complete, visitors have
a chance to explore other exhibits
within the museum which include
“Hardcore,” a temporary exhibition
detailing the history of pornography, complete with pornographic
historical images, dated porn flicks,
documents from brothels and the
last glory hole in Manhattan, an exhibit detailing the sex lives of other
animal species and “Spotlight on
the Permanent Collection.”
This features “Jump for Joy,”
a bounce castle made entirely of
breasts, where a woman moans

with delight as participants jump.
In addition, the collection also
contains erotic art work from artists such as Keith Haring and Pablo
Picasso and a bicycle contraption with a dildo attached to the
end, allowing for one person to be
pleasured while the other shows
off all they have learned in their
SoulCycle classes.
The last portion of the museum
is the store, better categorized as
the adult store. Here, patrons can
purchase a variety of sex toys, fetish
items and nude photography books
to share the experience with their
friends and loved ones.
“Splendor in the Grass” will run
at the museum until Spring 2016.
The Museum of Sex is located at 233
Fifth Avenue. Tickets cost $17.50
for adults and $15.25 for students
and seniors.

At the start of the path lies
the ﬁrst tent, which is called
the “Autoerotic Kinesthesia
Kaleidoscope of Self
Lust”: a structure ﬁlled with
mirrors, allowing the
person inside to see every
single angle of him or herself.
This is designed for the
participant to be
able to explore their
personal sexuality
in an intimate
setting.
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The Museum of Sex’s Splendor in the Grass exhibit takes visitors on an erotic camping adventure.
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Balmain disappoints customers with new H&M collaboration
BY GABRIEL MARRERO
OPINIONS EDITOR

Following last year’s critically
acclaimed joint venture with Alexander Wang, H&M continues their
yearly tradition of high-fashion
collaborations by partnering with
French design house Balmain. The
collaboration, known as Balmain
X H&M, hit stores on Nov. 5, when
every single piece sold out in a matter of minutes, due to the the ravenous crowds that had been waiting
outside hoping to get a taste of the
luxury brand.
And with pieces from the collection currently selling for five
times their original price on eBay,
it is safe to say it may be a little too
late to buy into the hype. Still, in the
event of either potential restocks or
the willingness to spend enough
money that you would be able to
buy something from the actual Balmain collection, there are quite a
few items from this collaboration
that are simply must haves for both
men and women.
The highlight of the men’s portion of the collection is without a
doubt the various jackets available. Balmain X H&M contains a
multitude of jackets that are either
extremely gaudy or minimalistic
enough to meet either any needs.
Standing out for the former is an
eye-catching black and gold leather
jacket with gold metal embroidery,
retailing for $549.
The embroidery, which features
one of Balmain’s signature golden
roaring lions on the breast of the
jacket, with various insignias on
the sleeve, is beautifully done and
serves as the perfect piece for anyone wishing to stand out with their
outfit. However, for those who prefer something a little closer to the
actual Balmain line, the collaboration also contains a much more
minimalistic leather biker jacket,
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H&M, following a year of collaboration with Alexander Wang, decided to team-up with the French design house Balmain. The new line hit stores on Nov. 5.
retailing for $349. With diagonal
two-way zippers on the front and
foldable lapels, this jacket is the
closest one will get to owning a
piece that resembles actual Balmain outerwear.
The jacket comes in traditional
black for those who wish to keep it
safe, or a much brighter and extravagant red and black. Leather is not
the only fabric of note on display
here. There are a ton of excellent
wool pieces available, most noticeably a black and white wool blazer
with a shawl collar, retailing for a
relatively low $99.
With a buttonless front and metal buttons at the cuff, this blazer is
perfect for casual settings. The final
piece worth mentioning here is a
military-style black and gold double-breasted wool blazer, retailing

for $349. This jacket is absolutely
gorgeous, with gold frontal buttons
and golden embroidery at the cuffs
and shoulders; it is definitely the
apex of the men’s portion.
Perhaps the most disappointing
piece in the men’s collection, however, is the suede Chelsea boots.
Featuring a cluster of buckles and
a price tag of $199, these boots appear to be more “H&M” than “Balmain.” Moving over to the women’s collection, there is a lot more
variety to be found than in the
men’s collection.
The women’s portion of the collaboration features four distinct
color patterns with various pieces
based around them: gold and
black, black and white, dark green
and black, and red and black. Perhaps, unsurprisingly, the most ex-

pensive dress is also the best, with
the collection’s black, white and
gold beaded dress taking the prize
for best in show. Priced at $649, the
dress contains over 250,000 handsewn beads along with superb ornate patterning. The beaded dress
also comes in a slightly cheaper
and infinitely gaudier black and
gold version, complete with a golden eagle at the center; however, it is
hard to beat just how incredible the
original looks.
Also of note are the black silkblend velvet blouse, dress and
pants. Priced at $99, $149 and $129,
respectively, these three pieces
work incredibly well together and
once again closely resemble something that can be found in the genuine Balmain line.
In summary, Balmain X H&M’s

new collaboration at times seems
to resemble neither the hyper expensive Balmain clothing nor the
fast fashion of H&M. Both brands
seemed to create something new
altogether rather than relying on
the familiar. For those who were
looking forward to owning something that closely resembles the
high-fashion brand, they may be a
bit disappointed.
The collection can be incredibly
garish and, at times, almost tacky,
especially when considering some
of the more brightly colored and
faux fur women’s pieces. However,
there are certainly a number of
worthy items here to consider. With
any luck, restocks and cheap resells
will be on the horizon. In the meantime, however, it may be best to
start saving up to buy the real deal.

ELO brings back classic sounds with release of new studio album
BY LUIS LUCERO
STAFF WRITER

The most surprising musical
comeback this decade belongs to
the classic progressive pop group
Electric Light Orchestra. What
was supposed to be a one-time reunion concert in 2014 eventually
spawned a renewed interest in the
band that only grew as time went
on. The band, now under the name
“Jeff Lynne’s ELO,”returned to the
studio to produce its first album of
new material since 2001’s Alone in
the Universe.
One issue of contention with
the album is whether or not this is
a true ELO record or nothing more
than a glorified Jeff Lynne solo album with the band’s name slapped
on to increase its marketability.
A quick look at the liner notes
will show that Lynne plays practically every instrument on the album, effectively jettisoning classic
band members like bassist Kelly
Groucutt, drummer Bev Bevan and
keyboardist Richard Tandy from
the recording process.
Given Lynne’s side job as a
celebrated record producer and
multi-instrumentalist, Alone in the
Universe could, in a way, serve as
a vehicle for Lynne to show how
far he has come musically since
both ELO’s initial breakup in 1986
and the band’s failed comeback
attempt in 2001.
Whether or not it is any of
those, one thing is certain: ELO
is back and their return is a
welcomed surprise.
For any artist or band that has
had their popularity and commercial relevance drastically taper
away over the years, any attempt at
a real comeback album tries to either remain rooted firmly in their
legendary past or tries to incorporate elements of popular music
into their sound to appeal to a new
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ELO, now using the name Jeﬀ Lynne’s ELO, produced its ﬁrst new material since 2001 with Alone in the Universe.
generation of music listeners.
The former is evident on the
album’s opening song, the wistful
“When I Was a Boy.” The combination of the band’s classic Beatlesesque sound and Lynne’s new nostalgic and semi-melancholic lyrics
about his musical heroes in his
childhood reminds listeners that
this is indeed the return of ELO.
But the twist here is that instead of
sounding like yet another classic
band going through the motions,

Lynne adds an element never before seen in the band’s previous
albums—humanity.
The classic fantastical lyrical themes that defined ELO have
been discarded and replaced with
a more personal and introspective
approach to songwriting.
Lynne’s mindset when writing the album is of a man looking
back on all the people and events
that shaped him into the person
he is today. One of the songs, “I’m

Leaving You,” even pays tribute to
legendary singer and his Traveling
Wilburys bandmate, Roy Orbison.
Even the music itself reflects on
this theme.
Despite his prowess in the
studio, Lynne opted for a more
stripped-down production approach for Alone in the Universe
that is a polarizing contrast to the
flashy and over-the-top feel of the
classic ELO records of the mid’70s through the early ’80s. The

lengthy songs and concept pieces
are now gone. Both are replaced
by songs that aim to be simple but
to the point, akin to the artists that
initially inspired Lynne to take up
music in the beginning. This approach was also used by Lynne
on the vast number of albums he
produced for artists like Orbison,
Tom Petty and, most recently,
Bryan Adams.
The classic Beatles-inspired
sound that the band latched on to
since the beginning has been amplified on this album more than
it ever had been in the band’s
classic records. It is made all
the more impressive by Lynne’s
skills on a wide variety of instruments, including the standard
string section.
Despite the wide variety of
songs, the Achilles heel of the album is its runtime. In this modern
day and age of digital music, it is
strange that some artists still decide to make full-length records
that only clock in at a mere 30 minutes, a length common on extended-play mini albums, and charge
the same price as a full album.
While Lynne is offering for purchase an optional deluxe edition of
the album with three extra songs, it
raises the question: Why record a
plentiful amount of material when
a sizable amount of it is going to
be withheld from the standard
edition anyway?
But if fans are willing to overlook this, Alone in the Universe is a
fun little surprise from a fun band.
While a U.K. concert tour was more
or less a guarantee when the album was announced, the idea of
such a comeback tour happening
on the other side of the Atlantic all
depends on its sales in the North
American territory.
Now the test of ELO’s longevity is in the hands of U.S.
music fans.
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Science & Technology
Arguments in long-term relationships lead to worry in females
BY JONATHAN SPERLING
STAFF WRITER

Marital woes in long-term relationships invoke different emotional responses in men and women, a
recent study has found.
The study, published by Rutgers University and the University
of Michigan in the Journal of Gerontology: Social Sciences, found
that women in long-term relationships react to marital issues with
worry, sadness and frustration,
while their husbands only react
with frustration.
“The men don’t really want
to talk about it [marital issues]
or spend too much time thinking about it,” said Deborah Carr, a
professor in the department of sociology at Rutgers University who
studies marital relationships. “Men
often don’t want to express vulnerable emotions, while women are
much more comfortable expressing sadness or worry.”
The samples consisted of 722
different couples married for an
average of 39 years. Researchers
asked questions pertaining to how
their marital experiences and the
reactions of their spouses affected them. Participants responded
whether or not they could open up
to their spouse if they needed to
talk about their concerns, whether they felt appreciated by their
spouse and whether their spouse
understands their feelings towards
certain issues, argues with them,
gets on their nerves or makes them
feel tense.
While husbands in the study
more often rated their marital

experience as positive and reported significantly higher levels of emotional support and
lower levels of relationship strain
than their spouses, they still felt
frustrated giving and receiving
emotional support.
“Men who provide high levels of support to their wives may
feel this frustration if they believe
that they would rather be focusing
their energies on another activity,”
explained Carr.
On the other hand, women reported significantly higher levels
of sadness during marital issues,
which is consistent with the fact
that older women tend to be diagnosed with depression more often
than older men. Despite all of this,
spouses grow increasingly and
equally reliant on each other to
maintain their emotional health as
their relationship progresses.
Although the beneficial effects
of marriage have been documented
in long-term relationships, the extent of these benefits are limited by
the quality of the marriage. While
troubled marriage takes a toll on
mental health, high-quality marriage provides psychological benefits while also acting as a strong
buffer against future stressors, such
as caregiving.
In terms of physical care, marital support has proven itself to
be an invaluable resource for
older couples managing complex
health regimens and manifesting end-of-life health care. As
couples grow older, they become
more dependent on each other
and increase their chances of a
single spouse becoming a caregiver
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Men and women react diﬀerently to marital arguments; while women tend to react with sadness and worry, men get frustrated.
for their partner.
“We don’t know if younger generations of men would act differently in this situation,” explained
Carr. “But frustration is an underresearched emotion that needs to
be looked at further.”
With participants’ interviews
for the study occurring annually
between 1968 and 1997 and biennially thereafter as part of the Disability and Use of Time (DUST)
supplement of the Panel Study of
Income Dynamics, the survey can
be considered extremely thorough
in its approach. Nonetheless, the

limitations and variables of the
study remain rampant.
Individuals with high levels
of pent-up negative feelings tend
to be more critical of their marital experience and are more likely
to draw negative qualities out of
past experiences. Additionally, despondent spouses are less able to
provide love and support to their
spouses, which may instigate frequent marital conflicts that might
not have occurred otherwise. Personality traits, such as neuroticism
or agreeableness, which may have
a significant impact on the founda-

tion of a marriage, were not measured in the DUST supplement.
With the upcoming release of
the second wave of DUST, researchers will be able to better determine
the full effect of these issues. In
general, scientists agree that there
must be a balance between marital
support and togetherness in order
for spouses not to feel smothered
in their relationships.
“The general message is that
support is good only if one views it
as helpful and desirable,” said Carr.
“Most people want to feel they’re
capable of managing their own life.”

Researchers from University of Rochester attempt to define curiosity
BY HASIN ISHRAQUE
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Curiosity, the driving force that
makes infants taste everything
and leads those slightly older to
click on that link they should not
have clicked, still lacks an exact,
scientific definition.
Earlier this month, Celeste Kidd,
Ph.D., and Benjamin Hayden,
Ph.D., from the University of Rochester have collected and analyzed
the body of research on curiosity. Once the literature on the topic
was analyzed, the two attempted
to make their own conclusions.
Though they do not focus on finding a definition, they do look into
the reasons as to why people and
animals seem to have an innate
drive to seek out more information.
The topic of curiosity has been
subject to scientific debate for hundreds of years, and it continues
as a theme with a niche group of
dedicated researchers.
In terms of this piece of research, what the scientists appeared to be most captured by was
not providing a direct definition
on curiosity, but rather the study
of the behaviors and actions that
make up the condition. Indeed, the
team states that, “One factor that
has hindered the development of
a formal study of curiosity is the
lack of a single widely accepted
definition of the term.”
On that note, a majority of the
study focuses on reviewing previous research attempts on defining exactly what it means to be
curious, sometimes going back
over a century. The portion of the
research that reflects on the history of curiosity studies is divided
into two sections: classical and
contemporary.
Well-known researchers like
Ivan Pavlov, Harry Harlow and
Daniel Berlyne are referenced,
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Children and adolescents prefer toys that they do not understand because of a desire to learn their function.
their views and findings analyzed
in the classical portion. One of the
more interesting footnotes is Berlyne’s concept on inquisitiveness,
combined with the concepts of perceptual curiosity and informational
specificity. Berlyne was a renowned
scholar of psychology based at the
University of Toronto. At one point,
he also taught at Brooklyn College.
Perceptual curiosity is closer to
the dictionary definition of curiosity, which refers to individuals seeking new information for the sake of
having new information. However,
specific curiosity stems closer to
finding specific information, the
reasons behind which go beyond
an “innate” purpose to some external means. The reason Berlyne’s
theories have such a prominent
part in this piece of research is due
to its summary of the general trains
of thought on curiosity.
For the sake of simplicity, the
authors of the study choose to

define curiosity as a “drive state
for information.”
The latter half of the study consists of summaries on the findings
of recent experiments, and how the
information found compares with
older research.
Curiosity is as important to humans as it is to other animals, but
Kidd and Hayden also point out
how even simple creatures display
curiosity-backed behavior, like a
species of worms. When placed
in new environments, C. elegans
spend a short time exploring the
immediate area and choosing a
designated target zone. The worm
then gradually expands its search
radius to more focused directions
outside of the initial search area.
Some of the studies compared
curiosity and certainty, testing the
two against each other. Two referenced studies researched the attitudes of monkeys and pigeons toward upcoming food rewards. The

study on monkeys found that given
two options, one with a cue signifying information on the amount of
food to be given and another with
no such cue but the same amount
of food, monkeys will prefer the
choice with the cue. Pigeons, in
similar context, will choose the informed option as well, even if there
is a chance that it gives less food. In
essence, when faced with uncertainty, both species showed a preference for informed choices when
the option is available. In other
words, even in situations where
the information proved of no value
or advantage, like equal or lesser
reward, animals would choose the
route that provides information.
The brunt of the research was
dedicated to the study of curiosity
in humans. In one instance, subjects were attached to functional
magnetic resonance imaging while
answering trivia questions. Curiosity was found to increase activity in

areas of the brain that anticipated
reward. Yet, when finding answers
to trivia questions, the areas that
“lit up” were those associated with
memory, rather than the anticipated reward center.
Kidd and Hayden also spend an
extensive amount of time detailing
research on babies and children.
Infants were drawn to unfamiliar
situations across a broad range of
different studies. Much of these
analyses were based on the attention span of infants. Babies gave
the most attention to situations
that were not too simple, signifying
learned patterns, nor too complex,
signifying information above the
current level of comprehension.
Instead, preference was given to
a middle ground that challenges
their current assumptions but did
not offer wholly new concepts.
The focus on the unfamiliar
continues with children. Adolescents were found to prefer toys that
they do not understand because of
a desire to learn their function. Yet,
at the same time, if offered two different toys, children were found to
prefer the initial toy if they had not
yet discovered its function, disregarding the new toy in an effort to
understand the original. This signifies a curiosity behind understanding familiar environments before
moving on to new situations.
Long-term trends found that
children focus on cause and effect, rather than infants who only
look for familiar cues. Thus, forms
of curiosity evolve as an individual
grows older.
As for the objective of this holistic study, Kidd and Hayden hope
that the study’s findings can instigate further research. They are
particularly interested in its applications to those diagnosed with
attention deficit hyper disorder
and neuro-degenerative diseases
like Alzheimer’s.
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Grid cells solve the mystery of how the human brain navigates
BY RAMSHA SUHAIL
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Picture yourself exiting the local bus on a late wintry night at the
same stop that is a part of your everyday routine. Suddenly, you realize that everything around you appears to be foreign and completely
unfamiliar. Perplexed, you call your
parents and request from them detailed directions to your own house.
It is the same route you take on a
daily basis, yet you do not have any
memory of it. The often-repeated words, “Get a GPS!” frustrate
you to no end.
Subconsciously, you acknowledge that an essential part of your
brain has begun to malfunction, yet
everyone else simply refuses to take
you seriously. When you close your
eyes, you have no idea how far you
are from your backyard. One day,
your neurologist pulls you aside
and gently reveals that your condition may be an early precursor of
Alzheimer’s disease. Soon, you may
forget where your own bathroom is
inside the home you have inhabited
for nearly three decades, and you
will not even know why. He informs
you that this was one of the great big
mysteries of the CEO of our bodies.
After nearly half a century of
conscientious effort on the part
of researcher John O’Keefe, fragments of the engram that came to
be known as place cells were shown
to fire in the hippocampus and encode for particular regions in the
animal’s environment.
In 2005, May-Britt Moser and
Edvard Moser discovered grid cells,
which were neurons that sent information about surrounding space
from the medial entorhinal cortex
to the hippocampus; they were unrelated to sensory input and their
firing patterns were systematically
geometric in nature. Together, this
interconnected system of neu-

rons laid down the foundation for
the neural correlates of the brain’s
cognitive map, or one’s inner GPS
system. It has heralded the future
of clinical applications in diseases
such as Alzheimer’s and dementia,
in which “getting lost” often has
deadly consequences. As a result,
O’Keefe and the Moser team have
been presented with the Nobel
Prize in Physiology.
What exactly are place cells?
During one of his experiments with
rats, Professor John O’ Keefe had a
legendary “eureka” moment when
he realized that neurons in the
brain were being activated not as a
result of the animal’s behavior, but
the location in which the behavior
was conducted.
The activation was observed
in the hippocampus, which is the
structure in charge of creating a
memory, consolidating it and storing it into either the working memory or long-term memory. This
included spatial memory, such as
past experiences in now-familiar
places such as your neighborhood,
which allows for navigation to
the closest hospital in the case of
an emergency.
In Alzheimer’s disease, the cells
of the hippocampus are the first to
be affected; since location is encoded as a part of spatial memory,
the common symptoms of “wandering” and ending up in a previously unexplored locale could be
explained by place cells.
When you step outside of your
house, you are typically aware of
the environment around you due to
a combination of neurons firing in
your brain; they are informing you
of where you are at the moment as
well as how to proceed on the route
that you are accustomed to taking regularly. You know how many
streetlights you will have to cross
and, possibly, alternate routes to
take if the traffic is too heavy on the

usual path.
As O’Keefe brought to light in
1971, place cells are not active in
all areas of a rat’s environment
and, similarly, in the human being.
There may be a particular place cell
that encodes for your best friend’s
house and an entirely different
place cell that is responsible for directing you to your favorite frozen
yogurt bar.
At this time, we were aware of
the sensory cues that helped us to
learn directions to and from various
destinations. More importantly, it
posed the following questions: was
all spatial memory related to the
sensorimotor systems? Would a
mammal possess the ability to navigate in a maze entirely devoid of
light? Lastly, how did the brain reinforce this information and create
directions for new locations?
In 2005, the husband-wife team
consisting of Edvard Moser and
May-Britt Moser were working on
answering these crucial questions
to understanding how we navigate
and if certain parts of our GPS system were independent of sensory
input. When studying the hippocampus proved to be a dead end,
they decided to expand their search
to the vicinal entorhinal cortex.
Electrodes were positioned into
the brains of alert rats, and it was
found that a lattice-like structure
of firing neurons was formed when
the rat was stationary and moved
forward. At any given point in the
environment, a hexagonal pattern

would be created not only by the
“place cell” representing the location itself but also in connection
to the surrounding neurons. These
systems of cells were termed “grid
cells” and were localized in the medial entorhinal cortex, which then
projected messages to the brain
cells encoding spatial memory in
the hippocampus.The brain processes this information at lightning
speed, and we become aware of
information such as whether the
area we are in is one that we have
frequented before, along with a
list of routes to take to nearby or
faraway places.
This concept of “dead reckoning,” which does not depend on
landmarks or sensory cues, may
have evolutionary basis and can
also explain the gender differences
with regards to superior navigational abilities. The male, or appointed
hunter, followed animals into the
probably unknown wilderness and
eventually made it back to the family using rapidly processed information about his previous locations in
tandem with external cues. There is
now a name for the cells responsible for this network of synaptic connections: grid cells. The female, or
gatherer, depended more so on the
“place cells” and traveled to known
locations not too far from home, in
which she would find fruits to feed
her relatives.
Thus, this internal GPS-system
was essential to survival. Regardless, social roles seem to have

evolved much more quickly than
the anatomy of the human body;
after all, adaptation occurs in due
course, thanks to pruning and longterm potentiation.
The localization of place cells
and grid cells and their mechanisms have revolutionized the field
of computational neuroscience.
John O’ Keefe and the Moser Team
have essentially handed us the
code, or intricate “concert of cells”
that represents our environment,
as well as our striking ability to accurately navigate around it. Understanding the nature of this code and
what it teaches us about the wealth
of related processes in the brain in
general leaves science with a multitude of unanswered questions.
Nonetheless, experts have been
interested in prodding into people’s
heads to discover the inner workings of the brain; this Nobel worthy
data permits experts to manipulate
future experiments on the brain
using the quantitative methods of
computational neuroscience. Targeted therapy of memory-related
conditions such as Alzheimer’s disease begins with the comprehensive evaluation of where people are
with respect to space and sensory
input.
These seminal and interrelated
discoveries of the brain’s cryptic processing system is one step
forward to unlocking the completed engram that has haunted the human species since the
Kantian times.

As O’Keefe brought to light in 1971, place cells are not active in all areas of a rat’s environment and, similarly, in the human being. There may be a particular cell that encodes for your
best friend’s house and an entirely diﬀerent place cell that is responsible for directing you to
your favorite frozen yogurt bar.

Math anxiety may have positive effects
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
However, a new study conducted by Zhe Wang of Virginia
Polytechnic Institute and State
University, Stephen Petrill of The
Ohio State University and their
colleagues has discovered that, in
some students, math anxiety can
enhance performance.
The deciding factor, the scientists say, is motivation. Math students with high math motivation—
or students that said they valued
the study of math—were shown to
use moderate math anxiety to their
advantage, turning it into a high
test score. Meanwhile, those who
displayed a low math motivation
were negatively impacted by math
anxiety, gridding out a low mathematical performance overall.
“Our findings show that the
negative association between
math anxiety and math learning
is not universal,” said Petrill and
Wang. “Math motivation can be an
important buffer to the negative
influence of math anxiety.”
The scientists put forth a hypothesis: math anxiety can stem
from different underlying fears
and, subsequently, prove to hold
different consequences for students. While some students might
have fears due to feeling threatened by the difficulty of math, others may feel anxious because they
want to succeed and perform well.
Using the data from 262 pairs
of same-sex twins, the researchers
put this hypothesis to the test. The
12-year-old children completed
tasks that measured their math
anxiety versus their math motivation, along with six other tasks created to judge math performance,
including tests of calculating fluency and quantitative reasoning
and problem solving.
The results revealed that there
was no difference between age-
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With the right attitude, math anxiety can enhance a student’s performance.
based math anxiety and math
motivation, though girls did tend
to have higher math anxiety than
boys. There also emerged a pattern: for children that reported
lower math motivation, math anxiety forced a lower math performance. Meanwhile, the results of
children with higher math motivation trended towards an inverted
U-shape, with math anxiety making these children perform at better levels before reaching the U’s
apex, at which point the anxiety
becomes too great and negatively
affects performance once more.
To ensure the accuracy of the
findings, researchers repeated the
experiments with 237 college students from The Ohio State University. Once more, they found a correlation between poor math performance when low math motivation
is paired with math anxiety, while
students with high math motivation
held to the inverted U-shape.
Overall, the study concluded
that both younger and male participants performed better in these
trials than older and female participants. Generalized anxiety was
also shown to have no effect on the
individual math performance of
each participant.
Children with high math moti-

vation will use their moderate anxiety during math activities to motivate them further into achieving
math excellence. Meanwhile, the
avoidant tendencies of children
with low math motivation coupled
with math anxiety force them to
avoid mathematical challenges
that would otherwise cause them
distress and lead to poorer overall
math performance.
The scientists are using their research to make the assertion that
while math anxiety can sometimes
be the cause of poor math performance, the relationship is not
universally correct and decreasing the levels of math anxiety may
not succeed on all students, the
study states.
“Math learning is a prolonged
and accumulative process,” the
study states. “Longitudinal studies
spanning multiple developmental
stages are needed to address how
math anxiety and math motivation
interact in relation to the development of math skills during daily
math learning.”
Bigger experimental groups
across different age brackets are
needed to clarify these findings, as
well as help to expand upon this
phenomenon and what it means
for math education as a whole.
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Music choice affects self-regulation of emotions in both sexes
BY AANCHAL SOMANI
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Researchers have revealed
the impact of music selection in
the self-regulation of emotions in
males and females.
The study, published in Frontiers in Human Neuroscience,
furthers knowledge of common
gender-specific music choices
outside of a controlled environment and the conscious and subconscious impacts of these decisions. These discoveries are heavily
weighted in the study of musical
therapy, a preventive and regulatory measure against detrimental
emotional distress.
The researchers hypothesized
that individuals who choose to listen to music that reflects their emotions, also known as the method
of discharge, expose themselves
to harmful and prolonged mental
states. On the other hand, those
who consciously select diversion as
a method of affect regulation—by
listening to music that averts their
attention from the negative emotions they are experiencing—can
improve their mental condition.
Previous studies, such as the
2002 study conducted by Michael
H. Thaut, identify four essential
steps for musical-therapy research.
The first step defines psychological, neurological and physiological
responses or behaviors. The second
finds correlations between nonmusical responses and musical
responses, or conscious and subconscious responses to music. The
third step attempts to further define the influence of music on nonmusical responses and its impact
on behaviors across individuals.
The fourth and final step analyzes
the effects of musical therapy on
therapeutic outcomes.
The study largely concentrates
on the first and second steps. Gen-

der differences are crucial to the
research processes because of the
biological differences found in the
male and female brains in response
to musical affect regulation.
Since females consciously make
the decision to alter their emotions
through the use of specific types of
music, areas of the brain that are focused on complex cognitive behavior, personality, social behavior and
decision-making exhibit increased
activity. These areas in the brain are
referred to as the prefrontal cortex
and the striatal areas. In contrast,
males exhibit unconscious emotional recognition, emotional behavior and motivation caused by
the emotional state. They notably
express decreased activity in the
area of the brain that primarily
deals with these processes, called
the amygdala.
The relationships between the
conscious and unconscious decisions and the biological reflections
of music choices in the brain are researched in the second part of this
study. Due to these crucial biological differences between males and
females, both genders were studied separately to prevent obscurity
of results.
The first part of the study consisted of a self-report measure through
questionnaire responses. Four
questionnaires were administered
to 123 participants, 68 females and
55 males, with an average age of
28.8. The responses measured the
subjects’ level of depression, neuroticism, anxiety and most common methods of musical emotional regulation, respectively. The test
scores were measured against one
another to find correlations among
the variables. Strong relationships
were found between depression
and anxiety and neuroticism and
anxiety in the study group. Weak
but significant correlations were
found between the self-regulation

method of discharge and anxiety.
Diversion, however, did not correlate with neuroticism.
Between males and females, diversion was a common method of
affect self-regulation through music for females, while discharge was
a slightly more common method
exhibited by males. Because these
two methods of self-regulation defined the areas of significant differences between the two genders,
they were analyzed for biological
or mental responses in the second
part of the study. In this section,
56 participants were chosen for
a functional magnetic resonance
imaging, or fMRI, scanning session. This procedure measures
brain activity by detecting changes
in blood flow, since cerebral blood
flow is associated with neurological responses. The participants
were ensured to be in physical and
neurological health and roughly 19
participants had recent experience
with musical instruments.
Through a randomized hearing of 30 musical excerpts, 10 foursecond administrations each of
happiness, sadness and fear with
500 milliseconds of fade-in fadeout periods, the fMRI measured
implicit responses in the brain.
Males demonstrated decreased
medial prefrontal cortex activity resulting from music reflective
of current emotion, or discharge,
indicating the possibility that discharge is a maladaptive affect-regulation method. Females, however,
showed increased mPFC activity
resulting from their predominant
method of diversion, using music
to distract oneself from current
negative emotion.
Immediate
relationships
formed between musical and nonmusical responses in the brain were
measured by way of participants’
implicit and explicit responses in
the follow-up questioning sessions.
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One’s choice of music in certain situations can aﬀect his or her mental condition.
Participants were asked to demonstrate their understanding of the
method of regulation used, which
is a conscious or explicit process.
They were then asked to identify
the number of instruments they
heard, which is an unconscious or
implicit process. However, the explicit portion of this study was limited and will need further research
to create a stronger understanding
of the relationship between musical and non-musical responses to
affect self-regulation.
Pulling together the information from the fMRI scans and the
questionnaires, the mental and behavioral differences between males
and females were brought to light.
Males’ experience affect regulation as a more automatic process
as opposed to females, who have a
more conscious experience during
emotional regulation. This data is

made clear through the decreased
and increased mPFC activity, respectively. When males implement
the method of discharge to unconsciously regulate emotions they are
not entirely aware of, they inflame
and thereby prolong their negative
state of mind. Discharge has been
shown to ignite anxiety and neuroticism, and anxiety is further correlated with depression. Females,
however, consciously participate
in affect regulation and therefore
go through the actions of choosing
which affect self-regulation method
would be most effective. The method of diversion allows them to recover emotionally.
These results reflect the negative
impacts of discharge against diversion on the mental state of emotionally healthy individuals. The
impact on the currently mentally ill
can be far more traumatizing.
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Sports
Hunter hands Baruch second straight championship defeat
BY PAUL JOH
SPORTS EDITOR

With Baruch College down 0-2
against the Hunter College Hawks,
head coach Carrie Thomas and her
Bearcats prepared to face a daunting third set in the 2015 CUNYAC
Championships with an all-too familiar feeling of last season’s finale.
The Baruch women’s volleyball
team faced a similar predicament
last year when they met Hunter for
the fifth consecutive time in the
conference finals. After splitting the
first four sets, the Hawks eventually
ran away with the win in the fifth to
rob the 2013 defending champions
of another title. This year, on Friday,
Nov. 6, the Hawks delivered the
same result for, yet again, another
devastating blow to the Bearcats.
Baruch settled for second place for
the second straight year, and their
tough loss came in a blowout that
saw the team go winless in three
sets: 27-29, 16-25, 14-25.
Despite outdueling their rivals
of Hunter College 3-1 earlier during the regular season, Baruch
remained humble heading into
the championships. “We definitely didn’t go into the contest
overconfident,” said Thomas. “We
prepared for Hunter to go strategically against us, and they actually
went very basic. They made very
little mistakes, and when they did
we were unable to capitalize on it.”
In the regular season showdown,
the Hawks were without their star
middle blocker Samantha Barrett.
The Bearcats were aware of what
the first team all-star was capable
of doing on the court and that her
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After a successful run in the regular season, the Bearcats were unable to overcome a stout Hawks’ defense to win the ﬁnals.
presence could be the ultimate difference maker in the championship. Barrett proved her worth and
served out nine kills in the finals.
Baruch’s victory helped the
team secure a perfect 8-0 record
against their CUNYAC rivals this
season, and once again return to
its place as regular season champions. Baruch defeated the City
College of New York in the quarterfinals and John Jay College
in the semifinals, each 3-0, en
route to their seventh consecutive
championship appearance.
Hunter found its own way back
into the spotlight after surpassing
York and Lehman colleges. And
finally, after a long battle of ups
and downs, the championship was

finally set, and one could not have
asked for a better finish to the season. Everything seemed to have
fallen into place leading up to the
finals, and all that remained was
one last game.
The highly anticipated match
was met with a noisy opening set
that went back-and-forth without
either team truly dominating. The
Hawks found their biggest lead early, when the team went up 13-8 on
back-to-back kills by their sophomore Julia Connolly. The Bearcats
would rally back, but every time
the team began to close the gap,
the Hawks would make another
two- or-three point run to separate
themselves. Eventually, the two
teams were in a deadlock with 24

Bearcats fall short in closing minutes
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Ryan Markoe, junior and threepoint specialist, finished the game
with a team-high 23 points on 4of-7 shooting behind the arc.
The Bearcats surprised many
fans in their season debut with a
thrilling finish in a preseason exhibition match against the DivisionI Seton Hall University. The first
game of the season came down to
the wire with Baruch trailing as little as two points with 1:45 remaining in the game. Seton Hall then
went on a 5-2 run to close out the
match, and the final score was 8479. Despite the loss, Baruch proved
that the team is still capable of
maintaining the same caliber of
play as last season’s championship
team.
Following a dynamic rookie
season, Chimaechi Ekekeugbor
found a spot on the starting roster to begin his sophomore campaign for the Bearcats. The 2014
CUNYAC Rookie of the Year was
the team’s second-leading scorer,
averaging 13.3 points throughout
28 games. Ekekeugbor flirted with
a double-double, scoring 20 points
and grabbing eight boards. Senior
Raymond De La Cruz kicked things
off by scoring the first two points of
the game for Baruch. De La Cruz
finished the game nearly perfect
from behind the arc after sinking
five of his six three-point attempts.
Baruch showed-off their ability
to shoot the ball, making twice as
many field goals as Seton Hall did
from long range.
Among some of the newer faces
added to the current roster is Xaverian High School-product Isaac
Doyin. Doyin started at the guard
position and tallied 11 points in 22
minutes of action. The freshman
made his presence felt early with
an opening block in the first play
of the game to get the team fired-
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Junior forward Shanahan notched 12 points, eight rebounds and two steals in a
competitive 84-79 exhibition loss to the Division I Seton Hall Pirates.
up. The Bearcats gained momentum by staying aggressive on the
offensive end and led by as many
as 11 points just before the halfway
point of the first period. Seton Hall
climbed their way back into the
game with a 10-0 run, and Baruch
found their lead shrink to a measly
single point. In the first half, the
Bearcats scored 11 points on nine
forced turnovers but struggled to
protect their rim, giving up a total
of 16 points inside the paint.
Both teams started the second
period with the same intensity.
Ekekeugbor scored from the top of
the key to give the Bearcats a onepoint lead, 43-42, but Seton Hall
answered by hitting a jumper on its
next possession. Baruch stayed hot
from the three-point line but was
defeated by their foul trouble. The

Bearcats sent Seton Hall to the line
21 times alone in the second half
and 33 overall in the game.
Seton Hall’s All-American
phenom Isaiah Whitehead single handedly carried Seton Hall
with 40 points to dismantle the
Bearcats. Both teams scored over
50 percent of their field goals in
second half efforts with Bryler
Paige leading the attack for the
Bearcats with 11 points.
The Bearcats’ promising performance in preseason play has
given fans a reason to be excited
for a highly anticipated year.
Baruch officially started its
regular season against Montclair
State University in a showdown
on Friday, Nov. 13, on their home
court. The game ended after press
time.

apiece, and Hunter decided to call
a timeout. Baruch scored the first
point out of the break on an attack
error by the Hawks but was unable
to take advantage of their lead. After a couple of consecutive errors
made by the Bearcats, the Hawks
closed out the set with a 27-29 win.
Baruch missed its opportunity
to take the first set, and it did not
get any better in the second. The
Hawks opened the round with a
6-0 run leaving the Bearcats in their
dust. Baruch was unable to find
any momentum on offense going
for them, and their early mistakes
really took a toll on the team. The
set ended 16-25 in favor of Hunter,
and Baruch watched a repeat of
last season’s nightmare unfold as

they faced the brink of elimination.
“We couldn’t go into the third
set defeated,” said Thomas. “We
have bounced back in other matches this season and knew that it was
still possible to beat them … we
needed to not think about the end
result and just play our game.” The
Bearcats played their last set of the
season with everything on the line
but fell just short in their effort.
Although the championship
was a tough loss, the Bearcats,
nevertheless, had a memorable
season highlighted by both individual and team accomplishments.
Senior Mckenzie Davidson put her
name in the record books after
she reached her 1,000th kill versus
Maritime in October and finished
her collegiate career with 1,109
kills. Thomas was awarded the CUNYAC Coach of the Year and senior
libero Amy Sung won the Sportmanship of the Year award. Sung
was also named a first team CUNYAC all-star along with Davidson,
Symone Green and Crystle Dela
Cruz. Akilah Meulens and Sydney
Parks were also recognized with the
prestigious second team honors.
Despite losing her key seniors
to graduation, Thomas already has
big plans set for next season. “Losing these five seniors is definitely
devastating and with it we are losing leadership and skill ...We have
a solid team of underclassmen who
possess great attitudes and work
ethic. I have been actively recruiting for the 2016 for the past two
years. Upon their admittance, I am
certain that we will put another
championship team on the court
for the next four years.”
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Porzingis shows promising start to establish a new Knicks era

OMER SEMAN

It is hard to imagine the NBA
without the international stars that
grace its court. The San Antonio
Spurs would not be the dynasty it
is today without Tony Parker and
Manu Ginobili. Dirk Nowitzki’s signature one-legged step-back jumper would have been relegated to
European basketball, as European
players are commonly stylized as
being finesse and unfit for American competition. For every Nowitzki, there is a Darko Milicic: an early,
first-round bust that leaves a sour
taste in the mouths of fans whenever a European player is drafted.
Latvian-born Kristaps Porzingis is
the latest installment in the search
for transcendent European talent.
According to the Euro Basketball Cup website, Porzingis signed
for the Spanish basketball club
Baloncesto Sevilla at age 15, competing in what is regarded as the
second-best league in the world.
Standing 6-feet-8-inches tall and
157 pounds, he battled anemia
during his time in Spain, resulting
in fatigue and limiting his time on
the court. Once he grew out of the
affliction, Porzingis expanded his
skill set by adding a three-point
shot and averaged 10.7 points,
4.4 rebounds and 1.1 blocks in 21
minutes in 2014-15 competition.
All eyes were on the big man as he
declared for the NBA draft in April.

Cameras followed the Latvian
prodigy for a documentary miniseries produced by Grantland over
the summer. It showed how ingrained basketball is in his family;
his father Talis and older brother
Janis played professional ball in
Europe. They worked on Kristaps’s
post moves in an empty arena,
continually passed on knowledge
of the game and even the number
six on his jersey was inherited from
his brother. As he stepped into the
spotlight, scouts, coaches and general managers attended the Las Vegas Pro Day in June to put his skills
on display and raise his draft stock.
It was all business in Sin City
as Porzingis joined other top prospects in guided drills and on-court
assessments of physical and mental acuity. Teams gawked at his now
7-feet-3-inches, 240-pound frame.

They saw glimpses of his adept
outside shooting, athleticism when
running up the court and quick feet
near the rim. He impressed with
his fluent English and confident
demeanor but was criticized for
being slim. Questions were raised
as to whether he can compete with
the other NBA power forwards and
centers. Porzingis headed into draft
day with hype and anticipation up
to his ears.
Boos cascaded from the rafters
of the Barclays Center before Adam
Silver could finish the final syllable
of “Porzingis.” Knicks fans in attendance were disgusted at the selection of an unknown Euro baller, but
the No. 4 overall pick said it was
his dream to play in New York and
was determined to change those
jeers to cheers. Only weeks into his
NBA career, he has lived up to that

promise thus far.
The first bucket of his NBA career came on a power-dribble move
from the corner down the baseline
against Kris Middleton of the Milwaukee Bucks, displaying strength
and almost instantly erasing the
notion that his lack of weight would
be problematic versus NBA bigs.
He galloped down the court on a
fast break, receiving an entry pass
for an easy layup and hit a threepointer, finishing the game with 16
points and five boards in a lopsided
victory for the Knicks. Porzingis has
made a habit of flying over opponents for putback slam dunks, electrifying home crowds and terrifying fans on the road. Hall of Famer
Earvin “Magic” Johnson claims
Porzingis was the steal of the draft
this year, but the young star worked
long and hard to earn the praise
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After being drafted by the Knicks in the ﬁrst round, Porzingis has gone from an unknown European prospect to one of the biggest
steals of the 2015 rookie class. The Latvia-born native has already taken the league by storm with his infamous posterizers.

and accolades given to him.
The team as a whole has had an
up-and-down start to the season
against stiff competition, facing
playoff teams from a year ago in all
but one of their first eight games.
Carmelo Anthony has led the way
in scoring as expected, yet he has
only averaged 21.9 points per game
so far, a dip from last year’s production. Recovering from knee surgery
performed in February, Melo has
been sharing the rock more by dishing out a higher number of assists,
getting his teammates involved in
head coach Derek Fisher’s triangle
offense.
Basketball guru Phil Jackson
overhauled the roster in the offseason, signing veterans Robin Lopez
and Arron Afflalo to mentor the
youth on the team. Jerian Grant,
the Knicks’ other draft night acquisition, is slowly integrating into
the offense behind starting point
guard Jose Calderon, yet leads the
team in assists. Langston Galloway has been a revelation off the
bench bringing 2.3 three pointer’s
per contest on 62 percent shooting
from downtown in just under 28
minutes. Afflalo injured his hamstring in a preseason game and may
see action in upcoming matchups,
adding to the Knicks depth at guard
and perhaps pushing the aging
Calderon to the bench. Former second overall pick Derrick Williams
seems to be revitalized playing in
the Big Apple as he has the highest
player efficiency rating on the team
through eight games.
Expectations were elevated
heading into the season as year
two of the Phil Jackson era commenced. Porzingis has gone from
unwanted foreigner to the savior of the Knicks seemingly overnight. As winter approaches, faithful Knicks fans can warm their
hearts with playoff aspirations well
within reach.

Domestic violence remains an unsettling concern around the NFL
BY MOUSTAFA ISMAIL
STAFF WRITER

Prior to the 2015-16 NFL season, the Dallas Cowboys sent
shockwaves throughout the league
by announcing they had signed
embattled defensive lineman Greg
Hardy. Earlier an elite talent for the
Carolina Panthers, Hardy watched
his career tumble amid allegations
of domestic violence. The Cowboys’ owner and billionaire businessman, Jerry Jones, was quick to
defend Hardy, insisting the top-tier
defensive end was remorseful and
deserved a second chance valued at $11.3 million in guaranteed
money for the upcoming season.
Both Hardy and Jones received
nationwide backlash as everyone
from sports analysts to feminist
groups chimed in on their disapproval. The scrutiny was shortlived, as Hardy easily made his way
back onto the field, solidifying himself early on as the strength of the
Dallas defensive line. When graphic images revealing the extent of the
altercation between Hardy and his
then-girlfriend Nicole Holder surfaced for the first time last week,
Hardy was once again thrust into
the spotlight. This time, he faces
remorseless scorn as many call on
significant change within the NFL.
The accusations against Hardy
stem from an incident on May 12,
2014. Many believe he beat Holder,
leaving her with significant bruising on her body. The couple had
been drinking extensively earlier
that night along with Hardy’s manager Sammy Curtis and other acquaintances; Holder admits to have
also been under the influence of
cocaine. After many of their group
fell asleep, Hardy confronted Holder over previous speculation that
she was cheating, following rumors
that she was seen exiting a hotel
with the famous rapper Nelly. The

dispute quickly escalated as Hardy
became belligerent, allegedly picking Holder up off a bed and dragging her into the bathroom, before
repeatedly slamming her around
and tossing her on a futon ridden
with numerous assault rifles.
In an interview with detective
Faye Strother, Holder described the
situation in her own words. “He
was gonna kill me, this is it … this
is the time. He’s actually gonna do
it,” she said, referencing numerous
previous occasions on which Hardy had threatened to take her life.
Hardy maintains a unique account
of that night’s events, yelling during
a 911 call, “I have a welt on my face,
she just hit me twice … she’s trying
to hit me with another shoe, I’m
behind the bar … I’m not touching
her, my … manager’s retaining her.
She’s still trying to get at me.”
What happened that night
might not be definitively answered,
as Hardy’s trial was ultimately dismissed after Holder’s failure to
comply with the investigation. His
charges were expunged shortly
thereafter. However, the police images that have recently materialized offer a visual perspective to
the extent of the altercation, leaving
little up to speculation.
Many are convinced that Hardy
is a barbaric individual whose reputation has been tarnished beyond
repair. Following the Cowboy’s
Sunday exhibition against Philadelphia Eagles, offensive lineman
Lane Johnson said in an interview,
“Any time I had a chance to put
a little extra mustard on a block, I
tried…” This sentiment was later
echoed by center Jason Kelce, who
bluntly added, “I’m glad he didn’t
have a good day. It’s a joke a guy
like that is able to play this quickly.”
Prior to the game’s kickoff, veteran broadcaster Cris Collinsworth
added his own un-withholding
opinion to the matter, stating, “I

didn’t want to go in and start saying, ‘Oh, boy, look at Greg Hardy
ripping off the edge and getting
pressure on the quarterback’ without having said at some point that
I’m a husband, I’m a father, and I’m
completely uncomfortable talking
about this guy right now …” Many
are calling on the Cowboys to release Hardy, as well as the NFL to
hand down, more severe punishment.
Others were not as quick to
completely give up on Hardy, as
evidenced by former basketball
great Charles Barkley’s special
for Bleacher Report. In it, Barkley
makes clear upfront that he is not
downplaying the horrific acts that
Hardy is accused of committing.
However, Barkley warns against the
psychological toll Hardy is facing
from torment and instead urges the
public to support Hardy in seeking
help. The Hall of Famer recalled a
similar incident in which current
New York Jets wide receiver Brandon Marshall was able to regain
control of his life and career following his own encounters with
domestic violence by admitting he
had an issue and ultimately pursuing help. Hardy publicly expressed
remorse for the first time following the release of the pictures, via a
tweet, which read, “Just had to say I
express my regret 4 what happened
in past and I’m Dedicated to being
the best person & teammate that I
can be.”
Meanwhile, there has been discussion throughout the NFL and
the NFL Player’s Association calling
on reform in guidelines for treating
violators of the league’s personal
conduct policy. Many, including former NFL safety and current
NFLPA executive committee member Ryan Clark, pointed to a double
standard and hypocrisy when comparing Hardy’s domestic violence
incident to that of former Baltimore
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NFL defensive end Hardy recently signed with the Cowboys during the oﬀseason,
after facing allegations of domestic violence during his last season in Carolina.
Ravens running back Ray Rice. On
track to becoming the best running
in franchise history, Rice’s career
was ultimately derailed after video
of him striking his fiance in an elevator surfaced, leading to an indefinite suspension.
Although Rice has since been
reinstated into the NFL, no team
has yet taken a chance on Rice,
avoiding the scrutiny associated
with his potential signing. Clark is
troubled with the fact that because
the extent of Hardy’s altercation
was not clear from the beginning,

he found it easier to make his way
back into the NFL, suggesting that
severity of a domestic violence
incident plays a role in determining a punishment as opposed to
a zero tolerance approach. Furthermore, Clark maintains that big
name players are given a free pass
and invited back into the league
following minimal punishment;
while other more disposable players find themselves on a short
leash, including Rice and former
San Francisco defensive lineman
Ray McDonald.
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Baruch Weekly
THEME:
THANKSGIVING

NOV 2015
MON

16
TUES

17
WED

18
THURS

19
FRI

20
SAT

21
SUN

22

ACROSS
1. Internet posts
6. “Kilroy ____ here”
9. “Put a ____ in it!”
13. “Raspberry ____” by
Prince
14. Matterhorn, e.g.
15. Loosen laces
16. Social class or position
17. “All the Light We Cannot
____” by Anthony Doerr
18. Like professor Sherman
Klump
19. *In 1941 Thanksgiving
moved to this Thursday
21. *Football hosts
23. Green pod dweller
24. One who makes use of
something
25. Declare
28. Globes and balls
30. The Curies’ discovery
35. Guinness and such
37. Takes to court
39. Santa Maria’s companion
40. As far as
41. Archipelago
43. Relating to ear
44. Popular in cook-oﬀs
46. Cut with an ax
47. Be dependent
48. Alleviating

ETHICS DISCUSSION WITH YALE PROF. CONSTANCE BAGLEY
12:00 p.m.-2:15 p.m. | Library Building 750 | Free
MEN’S SWIMMING & DIVING: BARUCH VS. YORK COLLEGE (NY)
6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. | VC Pool | Free
LATIN FOOD WEEK DAY 1
12:30 p.m.-2:30 p.m. | VC 2-125 | Free
INTERNSHIPS THROUGH CULTURAL VISTAS FELLOWSHIPS
12:45 p.m.-1:45 p.m. | VC 3-125 | Free
LATIN FOOD WEEK DAY 2
12:30 p.m.-2:30 p.m. | VC 2-125 | Free
NABA BARUCH GAME NIGHT
6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. | VC 3-215 | Free
SELF DEFENSE 101
12:30 p.m.-2:30 p.m. | VC 2-125 | Free
UNICEF AT BARUCH: TAKE A STAND AGAINST HUMAN TRAFFICKING
6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. | VC 2-125 | Free
TALK WITH DAVID M. PERKAL
3:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m. | VC 3-215 | Free

50. Ginger-ﬂavored cookie
52. Hi-____
53. Oration station
55. Opposite of friend
57. *Cause for Thanksgiving
celebration
61. *Main attraction
64. *The Pilgrims crossed it
65. De Niro’s 1976 ride
67. Honorable mention
69. Compilation of drawers
70. Store posting, for short
71. Private
72. Actor ____ MacLachlan
73. “You betcha!”
74. Collection of Buddhist
scriptures
DOWN
1. British public service
broadcaster
2. Organ of photosynthesis
3. Roughly
4. Bob Marley’s “____
____, Stand Up”
5. Three-dimensional sound
6. Done in loads
7. Brewery order
8. Glasses, for short
9. Give the cold shoulder
10. “The Simpsons”
palindrome
11. C in NYC
12. St. Peter’s symbol

15. Done on a Christmas
morning
20. Plural of tarsus
22. “____ the ﬁelds we go”
24. No-good
25. *Cranberry concoction
26. Top dog
27. Abominable snowmen
29. “No Child Left Behind”
President
31. Famous French couturier
32. Lay to rest
33. Opposite of #24 Down
34. *Parade host
36. Prima donna’s numbers
38. Made by tailor
42. Mix-up
45. Start a new paragraph
49. Solid, liquid, ____
51. “The Merchant of Venice”
heiress
54. Mosquito aﬀect
56. Increasing
57. *A ____ lock ties turkey
drumsticks
58. Flu feeling
59. Rod attachment
60. Flower holder
61. *Cookbook abbr. in gravy
recipes
62. Europe’s highest volcano
63. Big Bang’s original
matter
66. “We ____ Family” by
Sister Sledge
68. ____ of Good Feelings
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CROSSWORD SOLUTION:

SUDDENLY LAST SUMMER
7:30 p.m.-9:30 p.m. | BPAC | $10 with Student ID

ISSUE 9

JENNY PERLIN: OPEN SENTENCE
ALL DAY | New Media Artspace| Free
HATS & FRIENDS IN CONCERT
3:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. | BPAC | $15
PORTRAITS: A GLOBAL VIEW, PHOTOGRAPHS AND PRINTS
ALL DAY | Sidney Mishkin Gallery | Free
JENNY PERLIN: OPEN SENTENCE
ALL DAY | New Media Artspace| Free
*Oﬀ-campus event
For full list, visit www.baruch.cuny.edu/calendar

Career Spotlight

baruch.cuny.edu/careers
blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/starrlights/
blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/scdc/
@BaruchSCDC
Baruch College Starr Career Development Center

FUN FACT

PEER TIP OF THE WEEK
CHECK OUT THIS WEEK’S WORDS OF WISDOM FROM PEERS FOR CAREERS, AMBASSADORS OF SCDC
“A brief thank you note can determine whether a candidate will be hired or not. Thank you

STARR WORKSHOPS
Did you know that we oﬀer speciﬁc workshops that help

notes should be sent within 24 hours of the interview and should highlight the candidate’s

students gain a better understanding of the various industries?

strengths. Ask for your interviewer’s business card to obtain their email addresses.”

For example, check out the Finance 101 and 201 workshops in
November and December via STARR Search.

--Mahir Khan
PEER FOR CAREER

SAVE THE DATE

INTERNSHIP UPDATE

EVENTS

FREE BIRD

Writing Winning Resumes
Wednesday, Nov. 11, 3:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m., VC 2-190

Free Bird, a New York City nonproﬁt, is seeking a marketing intern

Attend to learn how to develop and design a professional,
marketable resume.

Job Interview: Advanced
Thursday, Nov. 12, 3:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m., VC 2-190

This workshop is designed for juniors and seniors who have
attended the basic workshop and desire more intensive training.

Consulting 101: Case Interview,
Monday, Nov. 16, 3:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m., VC 2-190

This workshop will provide insight on how to analyze cases and
provide solutions.

Personal Pitch Workshop,
Tuesday, Nov. 17, 2:30 p.m.-4:00 p.m., VC 2-190

Learn and practice how to give your own “personal
advertisement” to help with networking and job interviewing.

A Free Bird is a 501(C)(3)
non-proﬁt organization based
in New York City. Born out of the
discovery of the overwhelming
power of artistic energy experienced ﬁrst-hand by president,
founder, and singer/songwriter
Godni Amir Liteman, our focus
is to provide children, ages 4-18
who are patients or survivors
of juvenile cancer, the opportunity to explore their artistic
passions and give them the
strength to ﬁght their disease.
We believe that artistic expression is critical for healing!
A Free Bird supports children

aﬀected by cancer in their exploration of art, music, acting,
poetry, writing, singing and
any other artistic passion they
may have.
Responsibilities include assisting the Marketing Coordinator with any Job responsibilities, contacting potential donors/sponsors to help out the
organization, following organization protocol when it comes
to emails/phone calls, using
templatewws within google
drive to contact companies,
also sharing folders with volunteers/interns, and researching/

assisting with any job related
tasks available to the assistant
for review.
Qualiﬁcations include; has
or is working towards in degree
in Marketing or related ﬁeld,
excellent verbal and written
communication skills, and an
understanding of Google docs
and Microsoft Oﬃce.
This is an unpaid internship and volunteer position;
all class levels are welcome
to apply. For more information, visit STARRSearch with
job ID 84274.

